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SELDOM  HAS  THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER 
BEEN  PRIVILEGED  TO  OFFER  AS  A  FORUM 
SPEAKER  SO  DISTINGUISHED  A  MAN  AS 
M.  MAUROIS,  INTERNATIONALLY  ADMIRED  AS  A 
BIOGRAPHER,  HISTORIAN  AND  SOCIAL  PHILO- 
SOPHER, AND  MEMBER  OF  THE  FRENCH  ACA- 
DEMY. WHAT  THIS  FRENCH  PATRIOT  AND 
SINCERE  JEW  HAS  TO  SAY  OF  THE  CATACLYSM 
IN  FRANCE  SHOULD  BE  OF  PARAMOUNT  INTER- 
EST TO  EVERYONE  ANXIOUS  TO  OBTAIN  AN  IN- 
SIDE KNOWLEDGE  OF  WHAT  GOES  ON  IN 
EUROPE.  ANDRE  MAUROIS  WILL  LECTURE  AT 
THE  CENTER  ON 

Monday  Eve.,  November  25th 

Reserved  Seats  8:30  o'clock 

Now  on  Sale  Subject: 

^    "lUHfll  HflPPfllfD  in  ffiflflCf" 
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INNER  STRIFE  IN  PALESTINE 


DJS'i'JxKS.SIXG  news  has  readi- 
ed us  recently  concerning  the 
struggle  going  on  in  the  Vaad 
Lcumi  (tlie  Jewisli  National  Council) 
in  Palestine.  Pinchas  Ruttenberg  who 
was  drafted  a  year  ago  as  the  non- 
l)artisan  president  of  the  Executive, 
resigned  pleading  "ill  health."  He 
later  stated  in  an  interview  that  "I 
was  unable  ])hysically  and  mentally 
tu  digest  the  ])arty  slough." 

"There  is  no  order  or  discipline  in 
the  Vishub."  he  continues.  "The  Jew- 
ish Agency  and  the  Vaad  Leumi  Ex- 
ecutive (1(1  not  posses  adequate  pres- 
tige. .  .  .  The  Yishub's  demoraliza- 
tion is  growing  daily." 

Ruttenberg,  therefore,  suggests  that 
it  would  be  unwise  to  engage  in  elec- 
tions for  the  Palestine  Jewish  Assem- 
bly, since  they  are  "expensive  and  ab- 
surd." Instead,  the  Yishub  should  set 
up  a  small  body  of  authoritative  non- 
l>artisan  jiersons  to  whom  "all  prac- 
tical work  in  Palestine  must  be  trans- 
ferred, together  with  the  respective 
budget  under  the  Agency  control." 

This  ))!an  is  strongly  opposed  by 
David  Ren  Gurion,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Jewish  .Agency,  who 
is  now  in  this  country.  He  derides  the 
suggestion  tiiat  liie   democratic  pro- 


cesses be  ai)andonccl  and  that  the 
"short  cut"  of  an  appointed  instead 
of  elected  leadership  be  substituted  in 
its  place.  He  is  furthermore  opposed 
to  delegating  to  the  \'aad  Leumi — a 
strictly  Palestine  organization — func- 
tions that  rightfully  belong  to  the 
Jewish  Agency,  which  is  the  organ  of 
the  entire  world  Jewry.  Ben  Gurion 
regards  tlie  Ruttenberg  plan  as  a  step 
toward  totalitarianism  in  Palestinian 
Jewish  life. 

This  internal  chaos  is  more  unfor- 
tunate at  this  time,  when  the  Yishub 
is  faced  with  the  danger  of  the  war 
approaching  closer  and  closer  to  the 
sliores  of  Palestine.  Is  it  too  inuch  to 
exi)ect  that  the  Jewish  leadership  will 
forget,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  its 
party  squabbles  and  follow  the  ex- 
amples of  other  countries  in  face  of 
adversity?  In  England  a  Bevin  and  a 
Beaverbrook  work  hand  in  hand  when 
confronted  with  a  coiunion  enemy 
and  even  in  our  own  country,  we  find 
Ickes  and  Knox,  Stettinus  and  Hill- 
man  collaborating  when  the  need  for 
])re])aredness  arises. 

Party  bitterness  should  give  way  to 
united  action  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Homeland. 

-J.  G. 


THE  LOSS  OF  DAVID  SHAPIRO 


Tllll  death  of  David  Shapiro  re- 
^nioves  from  the  Jewish  scene 
tlie  last  of  the  group  of  pub- 
lishers wh<j  made  the  Yiddish  press 
a  iMAverful  influence  in  the  life  of 
.\merican  Jewry.  He  came  to  The 
/>oy  ])ractically  an  iniknown  man,  ex- 
cept for  bis  local  activities  in  the 
I'rownsville  comnumity  in  which  he 
resided,  but  he  soon  gained  fame  as 
the  i)ublisher  of  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  liberal  dailies  printed  in 
the  Yiddisii  language.  He  became  in- 
terested in  this  newspaper  at  its  in- 
ce])tion.  twenty-six  years  ago,  as  a 
mere  business  venture,  but  found 
himself  attached  to  it  body  and  soul, 


actively  helping  to  shape  its  policies 
and  solving  its  many  problems.  Living 
in  the  very  center  of  a  world  of  pub- 
licit)-  and  ])ublicity  seekers,  he  man- 
aged to  keeji  his  own  personality  in 
the  background,  protesting  against  the 
mention  of  his  name  or  tlie  use  of  his 
photograph  even  in  his  own  paper. 

His  growth  as  a  public  man  in- 
creased his  interest  in  communal  Jew- 
ish activities.  He  was  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  cau.ses  with  which  he  be- 
came identified  and  gave  of  his  time 
and  energy  \o  numerous  movements. 

His  greatest  interest  in  life,  how- 
ever, was  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Cen- 
ter, with  which  he  was  associated  from 


its  earliest  beginnings.  He  was  one 
of  the  small  group  of  men  who  con- 
ceived and  organized  the  institution 
in  1919.  He  served  as  its  treasurer  for 
a  number  of  years,  then  as  an  active 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  for  the  last  few  years,  as  an 
Honorary  Trustee.  He  took  a  keen 
delight  in  all  its  religious  and  educa- 
tional activities,  and  helped  to  make 
the  Center  an  institution  of  which  the 
community  is  justly  proud. 

Together  with  the  rest  of  American 
Jewry  we  mourn  the  loss  of  this  faith- 
ful son  of  Israel  and  devoted  mem- 
ber of  our  institution.  — J.  G. 

FAREWELL  AND  GREETINGS 

OLR  Hebrew  School  has  again 
received  high  recognition  be- 
cause of  the  reputation  of  its 
teaching  staff.  About  six  months  ago, 
Mr.  Mordecai  Halevi  was  chosen  by 
the  newly  created  Jewish  Education 
Committee  to  be  one  of  its  educational 
supervisors.  Now,  when  the  Commit- 
tee needed  another  luember  for  its 
supervisory  staff,  it  again  chose  one 
of  our  staff,  Emanuel  Edelstein,  who 
has  already  assumed  his  new  duties. 

-Mr.  Edelstein  was  connected  with 
our  Hebrew  School  for  more  than 
fifteen  years.  He  won  the  affection  of 
all  our  pupils,  the  parents,  his  col- 
leagues on  the  tecliing  staff  and  of 
all  those  associated  with  our  Hebrew 
Education  Department.  He  is  a  mas- 
ter pedagogue,  well  versed  in  all  the 
modern  theories  of  education.  Our 
school  is  sorry  that  he  has  left  us, 
but  liapin-  in  the  new  honor  that  came 
to  him. 

We  wish  at  the  same  time  to  ex- 
tend a  hearty  greeting  to  two  new 
instructors  on  our  staff.  Mrs.  Serbin 
Beder  has  just  returned  from  Pales- 
tine where  she  lived  for  the  past  two 
and  a  half  years.  She  was  with  our 
school  for  a  number  of  years  before 
she  left  for  Eretz  Israel,  and  she  re- 
turns to  us  enriched  by  many  experi- 
ences in  our  ancient  Homeland. 

As  a  successor  to  Mr.  Edelstein, 
the  Education  Committee  has  chosen 
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JUST  BETWEEN   

OURSELVES-  -^"-'"^ 

An  Intimate  Chat  Between  Rabbi  and  Reader 


THE  national  election  is  over. 
The  excitement  and  the  bitter- 
ness the  campaign  engendered 
are,  let  us  hope,  now  things  of  the 
past.  And  I  certainly  do  not  want  to 
revive  any  of  the  issues  or  problems 
that  were  discussed  with  such  vehe- 
mence only  a  few  weeks  ago. 

There  is,  however,  one  aspect  of 
the  political  campaign  and  methods 
that  needs  further  clarification.  And 
I  feel  that  it  is  wiser  and  more  prac- 
tical to  discuss  that  problem  now,  af- 
ter the  campaign,  rather  than  before, 
in  the  heat  of  electioneering.  I  feel, 
too,  that  this  matter  should  be  dis- 
cussed among  ourselves,  as  Jews,  in  a 
Jewish  periodical,  because  the  matter 
affects  us  as  Jews. 

I  can  see  no  objection  in  any  poli- 
tical campaign  for  am-  man  or  group 
of  men  to  publicly  signify  an  inten- 
tion to  vote  for  a  certain  individual, 
or  a  certain  party,  or  in  favor  of  a 
certain  platform.  That  is  a  right  that 
belongs  to  every  citizen  of  our  land. 
And  if  the  publication  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  X  or  Mr.  Y  are  interested  in  the 
election  of  a  certain  candidate  can  or 
will  influence  other  voters  to  interest 
themselves  in  that  candidate,  that  is 
the  privilege  of  Mr.  X  or  Mr.  Y,  and 
it  is  a  privilege  that  belongs  to  all 
citizens.  Christians  and  Jews  alike. 

I  have  no  objection  to,  and  can  find 
no  fault  with,  a  group  of  Jewish  in- 
dividuals, no  more  than  I  can  find 
fault  with  a  group  of  Christian  indi- 
viduals, who  would  publicize  their  in- 
terest in  any  candidate.  What  I  do 
object  to,  and  what  I  sincerely  be- 


lieve no  individual  Christian  or  Jew, 
has  a  right  to  do,  is  to  directly  or  in- 
directly make  use  of  the  name  of  a 
religious,  educational  or  philanthropic 
organization  to  which  he  may  belong, 
and  of  which  he  may  be  an  officer  or 
official,  in  such  public  announcements. 
I,  personally,  as  Dr.  Levinthal,  may 
announce,  if  I  should  so  desire,  that 
I  am  interested  in  the  candidacy  of 
]\Ir.  X.  But  I  would  have  no  right  to 
say  "Dr.  Levinthal,  the  Rabbi  of  the 
Brooklyn  Jewish  Center,"  or  "Dr.  Lev- 
inthal, the  President  of  such  and  such 
organization"  is  so  interested,  since 
neither  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 
nor  that  organization  has  given  me 
the  authority  to  express  their  views 
on  this  specific  subject. 

Yet,  this  was  a  common  practice  in 
the  recent  campaign,  especially  in  the 
last  week  or  two  before  the  election. 
The  names  of  organizations  like  the 
L'nion  of  Orthodox  Jewish  Congre- 
gations, the  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities  —  both  of  Manhattan  and 
Brooklyn — the  United  Jewish  Appeal, 
and  dozens  of  others,  were  listed  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  certain  in- 
dividuals as  if  these  organizations  had 
authorized  the  expression  of  such 
views,  and  indirectly  implying  that 
these  individuals,  because  of  their 
connection  with  their  institutions, 
could  sway  the  votes  of  those  con- 
nected with  these  causes.  I  do  not 
mean  to  charge  these  individuals  that 
they  had  that  purpose  in  view,  but 
the  effect  of  it  was  the  same. 

I  realize  that  in  a  news  item  re- 
porting the  fact  that  a  leading  Jewish 


Isaac  Levitats,  a  well  known  figure  in 
the  field  of  Hebrew  education.  Mr. 
Levitats  received  his  B.  A.  and  M.  A. 
degrees  from  Columbia  University, 
having  specialized  in  History  and  en- 
gaged in  special  research  work  under 
Professor  Salo  Baron.  He  received 
the  Nathan  J.  Miller  Fellowship  in 
Columbia  in  1935.  He  has  taught  He- 
brew in  the  Tarbut  schools  in  Lithu- 
ania, and  from  1935  to  this  year 
taught  in  the  Beth  Sefer  Reali  in  Hai- 
fa, Palestine. 

Earlier  this  year  we  spoke  of  Ja- 
cob M.  Kartzinel,  who  joined  our 
teaching  staff  when  Mr.  Halevi  left 


us.  Mr.  Kartzinel  is  a  young  man  of 
fine  talent  and  ability.  He  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Teachers'  Institute  of  the 
Jewish  Theological  Seminary  and 
also  of  the  College  of  the  City  of 
X'ew  York. 

We  are  of  course  happy  that  we 
have  as  the  Dean  of  the  faculty  Ben- 
jamin Hirsh,  who  is  beloved  by  all 
connected  with  our  school  and  Cen- 
ter. Under  his  guidance  and  with  the 
enthusiasm  brought  about  by  the  new- 
teachers,  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
a  most  fruitful  year  in  the  life  of 
our  Hebrew  School. 

—I.  H.  L. 


citizen  has  endorsed  a  certain  candi- 
date, the  reporter  will  undoubtedly 
note  the  institutions  with  which  the 
individual  is  connected.  That,  too, 
should  not  be  necessary,  as  the  man's 
name  ought  to  stand  on  its  own  mer- 
its. I  realize,  however,  that  that  can- 
not be  helped.  But  this  is  altogether 
different  from  the  case  where  a  man, 
in  a  political  advertisement,  signs  his 
name  and  deliberately  adds  the  name 
of  an  institution  or  organization  with 
which  he  happens  to  be  associated. 

Now,  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I 
searched  tlirough  many  a  campaign 
circular  and  newspaper  advertisement, 
and  I  failed  to  notice  such  a  practice 
affecting  Christian  institutions.  I  did 
not  see  on  the  lists  "]\Ir.  X,  president 
of  the  St.  Francis  Orphan  Asylum," 
or  "Mr.Y,  president  of  Federation  of 
Churches."  Such  linking  of  names  and 
institutions  was  done,  however,  by 
the  political  managers  in  the  case  of 
Jewish  endorsements.  And  it  was 
done  by  both  parties,  so  that  we  may 
discuss  it  in  an  altogether  non-parti- 
san fashion. 

I  emphasize  that  the  guilt  must  lie 
placed  primarily  on  the  campaign 
managers  or  their  assistants,  who  al- 
low themselves  this  privilege  when  it 
comes  to  publicizing  Jewish  names.  I 
learned  that  in  some  instances  this 
was  done  without  the  consent  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  signatory.  The  cam- 
paign manager,  in  many  instances, 
assumes  the  responsibility  himself. 

\Ve,  as  Jews,  must  eliminate  this 
practice.  That  is  just  the  way  a  Jew- 
ish issue  is  brought  into  a  campaign, 
and  that  is  exactly  what  we  want  to, 
and  must,  avoid.  Mr.  X  votes  as  an 
American  citizen^  not  as  a  Jew,  not  as 
a  president  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue  or 
Jewish  Orphan  Asylum.  Mr.  X,  as 
an  American  citizen,  may  express  his 
preference  for  one  or  the  other  of 
tiie  candidates.  If  his  name  means 
enough  in  the  community  to  influence 
f)thers,  it  is  his  privilege  to  use  this 
influence.  But  ]\Ir.  X,  as  a  leader  or 
worker  in  a  Jewish  cause  or  organiza- 
tion, has  no  moral  right  to  bring  in 
the  name  of  that  organization  to  lend 
weight  or  dignity  to  his  name. 

Let  us  hope  that  all  of  us  will  take 
this  lesson  to  heart  and  see  to  it  that 
tliis  practice  shall  pass  from  t  h  e 
scene  of  our  American  political  life. 
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JUDAH  HALEVI-ON  THE  800th  ANNIVERSARY 

OF  HIS  DEATH 


By  JACOB  S.  MINKIN 


This  is  the  second  of  two  articles 
■written  by  Dr.  Minkin  in  commem- 
oration of  the  800th  anniversary  of 
Judah  Halevi's  death. 

JUDAH  Halevi,  the  purest  soul, 
the  gentlest  heart,  the  sweetest 
voice  that  sang  the  song  of  the 
Lcjrd  in  a  strange  land,  was  born  in 
the  year  1085  in  Toledo,  a  city  in 
Christian  Spain,  when  the  Iberian 
Peninsula  was  divided  between  the 
cross  and  the  crescent.  Fanaticism 
had  not  yet  triumphed  in  that  land, 
for  Alfonso  \'I  was  too  wise  and  as- 
tute a  ruler  to  jeopardize  the  suc- 
cess of  his  campaign  against  the 
Moors  by  antagonizing  the  Jews. 

Outside  Spain  the  Jews  were 
hounded  and  persecuted.  The  first 
crusade  had  just  started  on  its  bloody 
march,  carrying  death  and  destruction 
to  the  Jews.  But  in  the  two  halves 
of  Spain,  the  Christian  as  well  as  the 
Mohammedan,  the  Jews  were  enjoy- 
ing their  brief  hour  of  wealth  and  in- 
fluence. Tiiey  filled  great  positions, 
they  served  as  ministers  of  state  and 
as  aml)as.sadors  to  foreign  courts.  But 
what  was  of  even  greater  importance, 
they  laid  tiie  foundation  for  a  liter- 
ary tradition  of  scholars,  poets  and 
philosophers  which  is  unique  in  the 
history  of  the  Jewish  people. 

What  immense  work,  what  feverish 
activity  went  into  the  making  of  that 
comparatively  short  period  known  as 
the  Golden  .\ge !  As  if  conscious  of 
the  brevity  of  the  hour,  the  Jews 
seemed  to  have  concentrated  all  their 
powers  on  gathering  in  the  harvest 
before  the  storm  came.  The  inner 
light  which  was  dimmed  but  had  not 
gone  out,  spread  to  a  high  flame, 
cheering  iicarts,  illuminating  lives, 
and  (|uickening  energies  that  were 
waiting  for  the  reviving  touch.  In  a 
little  more  than  a  single  generation, 
the  Jews  had  given  to  the  world  a 
Ha.sdai.  an  Ibn  Gabirol,  an  Alfasi,  a 
Mo.ses  Ibn  Ezra,  and  a  host  of  others. 

It  was  from  this  brilliant  array  of 
scholars  and  poets,  of  statesmen  and 
philosophers,  that  the  soul  and  genius 
nf  [udah  Halevi  had  sprung.  Unfor- 
tunately the  threads  of  the  biogra- 
phical material  are  too  few  and  slen- 
der to  make  of  them  a  full  story  of 
his  life.  His  life  was  in  his  songs. 


W'iiat  disappointments  he  had,  what 
])ains  he  suflfered,  what  great  love 
racked  or  exalted  his  life  must  be 
gathered  from  the  casual  utterances 
scattered  in  his  poems. 

Endowed  with  extraordinary  gifts, 
iiis  talents  matured  early.  He  mas- 
tered the  Hebrew  language,  explored 
the  depths  and  intricacies  of  the  Tal- 
nuid,  grappled  with  the  natural  sci- 
ences, and,  what  was  considered  of 
higher  importance  in  those  days  for 
a  man  of  culture  and  refinement,  he 
acquired  the  art  of  verse-making.  The 
latter  was  an  accomplishment  the 
Jews  had  learned  from  the  Arabs, 
who  were  poets  both  by  training  and 
temperament.  For  his  livelihood,  how- 
ever, he  chose  the  medical  profession, 
in  which  many  of  his  forebears  had 
attained  high  distinction,  with  kings 
and  princes  as  tlieir  patrons. 

Judah  Halevi  was  a  sentimental 
young  man,  with  a  heart  that  was 
gay  and  merry.  His  muse  aroused 
him  early  and  he  sang  of  his  sunny 
Spain  with  her  blue  skies,  rolling  hills 
and  limjiid  streams.  He  proved  him- 
self a  master  of  a  new  kind  of  poetry 
liiat  was  developed  in  those  days  — 
wedding  hymns  sung  at  the  banquets 
of  newly  married  couples.  He  even 
tried  bis  hand  at  rhymed  riddles,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  example: 

What  i>  it  that's  blind,  with  an  eye 
in  its  head, 

I'ut  the  race  of  mankind  its  use  can- 
not spare ; 

Spends  part  of  its  life  in  clothing  the 
dead 

But  always  itself  is  naked  and  bare? 

(A  needle) 

When  a  brothcr-poet,  Moses  Ibn 
Ezra,  was  disappointed  in  love  and 
tried  to  drown  his  sorrow  in  self- 
imposed  exile,  our  youthful  poet 
sought  to  assuage  his  grief  with  a 
jioem.  The  older  poet  was  so  struck 
by  the  grace  and  elegance  of  his  lines 
and  the  depth  of  his  learning,  that  he 
replied : 

1  low  can  a  boy  so  young  in  years 
IJear  the  weight  of  thought  so  sage, 
\or  "mongst  the  greybeards  find  his 
peers, 

While  still  in  the  very  bloom  of  age? 


Women,  too,  had  not  passed  him 
unnoticed,  and  he  sang  of  love  and  its 
joys  and  pangs.  The  warm  climate 
of  the  country  had  quickened  his 
blood,  and  when  circumstances  com- 
I)elled  liim  to  take  leave  of  his  loved 
one,  he  gave  vent  to  his  grief: 
And  so  we  twain  must  part.  Oh,  lin- 
ger yet, 

l.et  me  still  feed  my  glance  upon 
thine  eyes, 

Forget  not,  love,  the  days  of  our  de- 
light. 

And  I  our  nights  of  bliss  shall  ever 
prize. 

In  dreams  thy  shadowy  image  I  shall 
see, 

Oh,  even  in  my  dreams  be  kind  to 
me ! 

Though  I  were  dead,  I  none  the  less 

would  hear 
Thy  step,  thy  garment  rustling  on 

the  sand. 

.\iid  if  thou  waft  me  greetings  from 
the  grave 

I  shall  drink  deep  the  breath  of  that 

cold  land. 
Take  thou  my  days,  command  this  life 

of  mine, 

If  it  can  lengthen  out  the  space  of 
thine. 

In  all  these  things  he  was  but  fol- 
lowing the  tradition  of  his  time  and 
his  own  youthful  i)assionate  nature. 
But  soon  other  voices  began  to  make 
their  claims  upon  him.  With  the  be- 
clouding of  the  Jewish  horizon  our 
poet  matured.  From  across  the  Pyre- 
nees came  the  cry  of  a  people  that 
was  struggling  for  its  existence.  In 
Si)ain  itself  the  position  of  the  Jews 
was  no  longer  safe.  A  wave  of  reli- 
gious fanaticism  was  sweeping  over 
this  once  free  and  happy  land. 

These  things  affected  Judah  Halevi 
deeply.  He  had  grown.  He  became 
more  serious.  The  religious  spirit  be- 
gan to  dominate  him.  A  sadder  strain 
now  ran  through  the  lines  of  his 
songs.  He  had  not  ceased  loving,  but 
there  was  now  a  sterner  note  in  his 
love  verses.  His  love  had  become 
spiritualized.  It  was  no  longer  the 
love  of  a  maiden  that  now  moved  the 
strings  of  his  harp  to  song,  but  the 
idealized  love  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem. 

He  abandoned  Christian  Spain  and 
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took  up  residence  in  Cordova,  the 
liome  and  center  of  the  choicest  Jew- 
ish spirits  of  his  time.  Through  con- 
tact with  them  his  soul  was  deepened, 
his  interests  widened.  He  practised 
his  profession  and  he  had  good  rea- 
son to  feel  satisfied,  for  his  medical 
skill  was  much  sought  for.  There  is 
even  evidence  that  he  served  as  phy- 
sician at  the  Court. 

But  his  heart  was  not  in  his  work. 
The  sick  and  the  dying  moved  hnu 
to  infinite  compassion  and  he  admm- 
istered  to  them  faithfully,  hut  he  was 
not  the  kind  of  man  to  he  chained  to 
the  lumliering  cart  of  a  routine  life. 
He  felt  himself  summoned  to  other 
ta.sks.  to  nobler  spheres  than  his  oc- 
cupation could  give  him.  The  choral 
song  of  the  Levits  attracted  him,  and 
it  was  to  its  service  that  he  had  de- 
dicated his  life. 

The  poet  sees  deeper  than  the  or- 
dinarv  man.  deeper  even  than  either 
the  scholar  or  the  philosopher.  His 
soul  is  attuned  to  voices  which  other 
ears  cannot  hear.  When  his  contem- 
poraries felt  themselves  secure  m 
their  wealth  and  prosperity  and 
•diought  these  advantages  would  never 
end  ludah  Halevi  perceived  the 
signs  of  danger.  When  the  Jewish 
i)oets  of  Spain  emulated  the  example 
of  their  Moslem  brethren  and  wrote 
their  poems  in  the  Aral)ic  language, 
he  sang  his  odes  to  Zion  in  the  pur- 
est Hebrew.  He  lamented  the  fate  of 
his  people  and  pleaded  for  their  re- 
turn to  their  national  home.  This  be- 
came the  passion  of  his  heart,  the  idol 
of  his  life,  the  key  and  climax  of  all 
his  songs.  Christian  and  Moslem,  he 
cried,  are  shedding  their  blood  for  the 
Holv"  Land.  Shall  the  Jew  alone  re- 
main indifYerent  to  the  land  of  his 
fathers?  The  poet  thus  became  a  pro- 
phet. Eight  hundred  years  before 
Theodor  Herzl,  Judah  Halevi  saw  a 
great  dream,  beheld  a  great  vision— 
the  national  restoration  of  the  Jews 
to  their  ancient  homeland. 

Poetrv  was  the  instrument  of  Judah 
Halevi's  genius.  The  harp  and  lyre 
were  his  natural  means  of  address- 
ing himself  to  his  jjeople.  He  was  a 
poet  alwavs.  even  when  the  nature  of 
his  thoughts  reciuired  no  such  winged 
method  of  expression.  When,  there- 
fore, be  wrote  the  "Kuzari,"  one  of  the 
must  brilliant  and  readal)le  philoso- 
])hical  l)ooks  of  the  Middle  Ages,  it 
was  as  if  he  had  written  a  poem  in 
five  parts. 

Tht  "Kuzari"  is  a  defense  of  tradi- 


tional Judaism  with  all  its  beliefs  and 
]jractices  and  all  its  hopes  and  ideals, 
the  most  courageous  work  in  an  age 
when  Judaism  was  despised  and  taunt- 
ed, criticized  and  derided.  As  defend- 
er of  Judaism.  Judah  Halevi  did  not 
stand  alone.  From  Saadyah  to  Cres- 
cas,  Judaism  had  been  defended  and 
vindicated  in  many  learned  tomes. 
But  the  books  breathe  the  scholastic 
atmosphere.  They  contain  much 
learning  but  little  imagination.  They 
were  intended  for  the  student,  the 
scholar  and  the  philosoplier,  but  the 
masses  of  the  people  derived  little 
comfort  from  them. 

ludah  Halevi  alone  had  created  a 
book  for  the  ages,  as  true  and  read- 
able today  as  at  the  time  it  was  writ- 
ten. The  author's  love  of  his  people 
and  their  religion,  the  sorrow  that 
filled  his  heart,  the  faith  and  hope  that 
stirred  his  soul,  poured  themselves 
(jut  in  a  series  of  dialogues  which  for 
pcjwer  and  beauty  have  no  equal  in 
Jewish  literature. 

He  was  an  imaginative  thinker,  a 
l>hilosopher  in  whom  thought  and  feel- 
ing were  perfectly  blended.  He  also 
possessed  a  harmonious  soul,  a  well- 
rounded-out  personality.  As  he  sang, 
so  he  thought.  In  style,  in  contents, 
in  the  very  form  in  which  the  book 
is  cast,  it  is  as  beautiful  a  lyric  as 
any  he  had  written.  Although  there 
are  many  difficult  matters  in  it,  there 
is  not  a  single  dull  or  boring  line  in 
an\-  of  its  pages.  When  ideas  stirred 
b.m  they  came  clothed  in  forms  that 
were  both  beautiful  and  comprehen- 
sible. Not  since  Job  and  Kohelet  was 
philosophy  written  in  a  more  inter- 
esting and  fascinating  manner. 

In  the  days  of  Judah  Halevi  Spain 
was  an  intellectual  arena  in  which 
religion  and  philosophy  were  arrayed 
against  each  other  in  combat.  Forces 
were  at  work  which  threatened  to 
shake  the  foundations  of  revealed  re- 
ligion. \\'hile  the  religionists  ascrib- 
ed everything  that  happened  to  a 
divine  will  and  plan,  the  philosophers 
maintained  that  blind  chance  alone 
ruled  and  governed  the  universe.  A 
situation  full  of  dramatic  tension  was 
thus  created. 

While  all  the  three  great  religions, 
Judaism.  Christianity  and  Mohamme- 
danism, were  equally  exposed  to  this 
danger,  the  Jews  had  found  them- 
selves emiiarrassed  by  still  another 
opponent.  As  result  of  a  religious 
controversy  during  the  eighth  cen- 
tury,  a   dissenting   Jewish  sect,  the 


Karaites,  had  come  into  existence. 
These  ])eople,  while  adhering  to  the 
Law  of  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  de- 
nied the  authenticity  of  traditional  Ju- 
daism, or  the  Talmud.  The  Jews, 
therefore,  had  to  fight  on  four  fronts. 
They  had  to  meet  the  skepticism  of 
the  philosophers,  the  abuse  of  the 
Christians,  the  taunt  of  the  Moslems, 
and  the  challenge  of  the  Karaites.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  the  "Kuzari"  was 
written  in  defense  of  what  its  author 
called  the  "despised  faith." 

With  the  instinct  of  a  poet,  Judah 
Halevi  knew  how  to  dramatize  his 
subject.  It  was  only  three  hundred 
years  since  the  Jewish  world  was  stir- 
red by  the  sudden  conversion  to  Ju- 
daism of  a  powerful  people  known  as 
the  Chazars,  who  lived  near  the  Cau- 
casian sea,  between  the  Volga  and  the 
Dnieper.  The  story  goes  that,  urged 
by  religious  searching.  King  Bulan 
heard  in  a  dream  an  admonishing 
voice,  "Thy  intentions  are  pleasing  to 
God,  but  not  thy  deeds."  He  took 
this  as  a  rebuke  for  his  heathenish 
practices,  and  he  therefore  invited  a 
philosopher,  a  Christian  priest  and  a 
Mohammedan  theologian  to  argue 
before  him  the  merits  of  their  re- 
spective creeds.  The  discussions  were 
long  and  learned,  but  they  failed  to 
satisfy  him.  Finally,  a  Jewish  teacher 
was  called  in,  and  his  arguments 
proved  so  logical  and  practical  that 
tiiey  won  the  king's  assent.  The 
story  concludes  with  King  Bulan,  to- 
gether with  all  his  kingdom,  accept- 
ing the  Jewish  faith.  Thus,  after 
many  centuries  since  the  destruction 
of  the  Jewish  State,  a  ruling  dyn- 
asty came  into  existence  with  Judaism 
as  its  official  religion. 

It  is  an  attractive  and  fascinating 
stor\-  for  any  man,  especially  for  a 
poet  always  in  search  of  anything 
wherewith  to  comfort  and  glorify  his 
people.  W'hat  better  defense  and  vin- 
dication of  a  people  which  even  in  its 
degraded  and  humiliated  state  was 
able  to  convince  a  king  of  its  inher- 
ent strength  and  beauty  ?  In  the  hands 
of  Judah  Halevi  the  story  became 
the  background  of  one  of  the  most 
striking  books  in  Jewish  philosophi- 
cal literature.  Unlike  his  poems, 
which  were  composed  in  almost  Da- 
vidic  Helirew.  the  "Kuzari"  was  writ- 
ten in  the  Arabic  language.  This  was 
because  of  the  wider  circle  of  read- 
ers for  whom  it  was  intended. 

The  "Kuzari"  is  a  unique  and  dar- 
ing achievement.     While  most  other 
Continued  on  page  21 
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Communist  Propaganda  for  Jews 


By  ALEXANDER  S.  KOHANSKI 


The  jollonnitg  is  a  condensation  oj 
an  extensive  report  published  in  the 
current  issue  of  "Contemporary  Jew- 
ish Record."  organ  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee. 

SINCE  its  very  inception,  the 
Coninninist  Party  has  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  win  mem- 
bers among  Jews.  Jewish  hatred  of 
Nazism  furnished  the  Communists 
witli  additional  appeals.  Accordingly, 
the  New  York  State  Committee  of 
the  Communist  Party,  at  a  session 
held  in  March  1938,  adopted  a  re- 
solution which  read  in  part :  "As  a 
result  of  the  international  offensive 
against  the  Jews,  the  Jewish  people 
today  are  the  natural  enemies  of  fas- 
cism and  can  be  readily  mobilized  into 
the  anti-fascist  front"  (Je^vish  Life, 
April  1938,  p.  5).  The  united  front 
strateg)-  was  not  merel}'  to  win  Jew- 
ish membership  for  the  Communist 
Party,  but  to  penetrate  and  gain  con- 
trol of  every  Jewish  organization. 
The  Communists  attempted  to  form 
cells  in  branches  of  the  Workmen's 
Circle,  some  Y.M.H.A.  and  Y.W.H. 
A.  groups.  Jewish  Centers,  the  Youth 
Division  of  the  American  Jewish  Con- 
gress, a  few  local  young  people's 
leagues,  and  fraternal  and  benevolent 
associations.  In  a  number  of  cases, 
they  met  with  success.  While  they  did 
not  openly  preach  communism,  they 
maneuvered  some  of  these  groups  into 
joining  .such  front  organizations  as 
the  League  for  Peace  and  Democracy, 
the  American  Youth  Congress,  and 
the  Jewish  People's  Committee. 

The  Communist  Party,  its  press 
and  publications,  did  not  miss  an  op- 
portunity to  describe  the  horrible 
deeds  perpetrated  by  the  Nazis  against 
the  German  Jews.  After  the  tragic 
l)Ogroms  in  Germany  on  November 
1 1.  1938.  the  Moscow  Pravda  of  Nov- 
embor  18.  wrote:  "The  civilized  world 
regards  with  repulsion  and  indigna- 
tion the  bestial  wreaking  of  vengeance 
of  the  German  fascists  on  the  help- 
less Jewish  population.  The  fascists 
have  revealed  themselves  as  the  vilest 
enemies  of  elementary  human  cultural 
values."  Nailebn  (N.  Y.)  devoted  an 
entire  article  in  an  eflort  to  prove  that 
prominent  persons  in  the  Soviet  Union 
had  made  protests  against  Nazi  po- 
groms (Jan.  1939,  pp.  14-16). 

Tlie  New  York  State  Communist 


Party  felt  its  work  among  Jews  im- 
portant enough  to  establish  a  special 
Jewish  Bureau  and  to  issue  an  ofTicial 
monthly  magazine  entitled  Jewish 
Life,  which  began  publication  in  Au- 
gust 1937.  The  anti-Nazi  line  was  kept 
in  the  forefront.  John  Arnold,  one  of 
its  editors,  reviewing  the  position  of 
Jews  in  Germany  in  the  March  1938 
issue,  wrote :  "The  five  years  of  Hit- 
ler rule  have  been  a  hellish  nightmare 
lor  the  Jews  of  Germany  .  .  .  and  is 
destroying  the  few  limited  rights  that 
the  Jews  of  Germany  still  possess." 
The  all-embracing  remedy  put  for- 
ward for  these  ills  was  collective  se- 
curity and  a  united  front  among  all 
nationalities  and  groups  including  the 
Jews.  Hence,  Israel  Amter  tried  to 
persuade  his  readers  (Jewish  Life, 
Oct.  1937,  p.  17)  that  "the  Commun- 
ist program  for  the  People's  Front, 
for  the  unity  of  all  anti-fascists  in  the 
struggle  against  reaction  and  fascism, 
meets  the  needs  of  the  whole  Jewish 
people." 

The  refugee  problem  was  a  parti- 
cularly troublesome  one  for  Commun- 
ist a])ologists.  Every  democratic  coun- 
try in  th.c  world  admitted  German 
Jewish  refugees  in  large  or  small 
numbers.  The  .Soviet  Union  alone, 
which  the  Communists  hailed  as  the 
liberator  of  the  Jewish  people,  did  not 
see  fit  to  open  its  gates  to  persecuted 
Jews.  The  Communist  Party  did  no- 
thing to  influence  or  petition  the 
Soviet  Government  to  aid  Jewish  re- 
fugees. When  Communists  were 
pressed  for  action  by  sympathizers. 
Earl  Browdcr  issued  a  statement  that 
the  Soviet  Union  had  admitted  more 
refugees  than  any  other  country.  But 
that  statement,  being  challenged  by 
the  editor  of  the  Day,  New  York  Jew- 
ish daily,  was  never  substantiated  by 
the  Communists  or  corroborated  by 
any  other  source. 

The  united  front  appeal  among  Jews 
met  with  very  little  success.  Organ- 
izations which  were  engaged  in  act- 
ivities vital  to  Jewish  needs  rejected 
the  overtures  of  the  Communists  and 
their  affiliates  for  so-called  joint  ac- 
tion. The  American  Jewish  Congress, 
for  example,  refused  to  admit  dele- 
gates of  the  Jewish  People's  Commit- 
tee (a  Comnnuiist  "front")  to  its  ses- 


sions in  America  or  to  the  World 
Jewish  Congress.  The  Young  Poale 
Zion  promptly  withdrew  ftom  the 
American  Youth  Congress,  after  it 
learned  that  the  latter  was  dominated 
by  a  Conmnmist  leadership.  A  few 
rabbis  and  some  Jewish  communal 
leaders  who  had  joined  the  League  for 
Peace  and  Democracy  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  be  able  to  effect  some 
good,  eventually  resigned  from  that 
organization  when  it  became  clear  to 
them  that  the  League  was  completely 
imder  the  thumb  of  the  Communist 
organizers.  Neither  could  the  Com- 
munist Party  itself  boast  a  large  Jew- 
ish membership.  According  to  Earl 
Browder's  testimony  before  the  Dies 
Committee,  on  September  6,  1939, 
tlie  Jews  constituted  only  2>^%  of 
tlie  total  membership  of  the  Commun- 
ist Party  at  the  time  (The  New  York 
Times,  Sept.  7,  1939). 

The  Nazi-Soviet  pact  cracked  the 
Communist  united  front  wide  open. 
It  caught  the  Communist  Party  un- 
awares and  bewildered  its  leadership 
as  well  as  the  rank  and  file.  After  the 
text  of  the  pact  was  published  and 
the  party's  spokesmen  had  given  it 
their  interpretations,  it  became  clear 
that  an  entirely  new  policy  in  Soviet- 
German  relationship  had  been  formu- 
lated. 

The  Moscow  Icvestia  was  quite  out- 
spoken in  an  editorial  on  October  9, 
1939,  when  it  declared:  "One  may 
respect  or  hate  Hitlerism  just  as  any 
other  .system  of  political  views.  This 
is  a  matter  of  taste.  But  to  undertake 
a  war  for  'annihilation  of  Hitlerism' 
means  to  commit  criminal  folly  in  po- 
litics" (Quoted  in  The  New  York 
Times,  Oct.  10,  1939 ;  author's  italics). 
Molotoff  again  emphasized  this  policy 
when  he  declared :  "We  always  held 
that  a  strong  Germany  was  an  indis- 
pen.sable  condition  for  a  durable  peace 
in  Europe  .  .  .  Germany  is  striving 
to  bring  about  an  end  to  the  war  as 
quickly  as  possible,  whereas  England 
and  France  .  .  .  want  to  continue 
the  war  and  are  against  peace."  (The 
NcM  York  Times.  Nov.  1,  1939). 

The  Communist  Party  was  a  little 
tardy  in  catching  up  with  the  new 
line,  but  eventually  it  geared  its  pro- 
paganda machinery  to  act  accordingly. 
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The  new  front- now  has  had  the  dou- 
ble task  of  upholding  the  foreign  po- 
licy of  the  Soviet  Union  and  white- 
washing German  aggression.  Their 
battle  cries  have  now  become,  "Stop 
the  War,"  "Support  the  Peace  Po- 
licy of  the  Soviet  Union,"  etc.  They 
have  been  vociferous  against  conscrip- 
tion or  aay  other  measure  for  Amer- 
ican preparedness,  and  they  oppose 
any  form  of  aid  that  might  be  given 
to  Great  Britain.  Such  steps  toward 
defense  or  aid  to  Britain  have  been 
decried  by  them  as  "Hitlerization"  of 
America. 

In  approaching  Jews  with  the  new 
line,  the  Communist  Party  has  found 
itself  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  justify 
its  pro-Nazi  sentiments.  However, 
the  Communist  dialecticians  have  pro- 
duced a  remarkable  formula,  which 
is  summarized  by  one  of  their  spokes- 
men as  follows:  "It  is  true  that  the 
Jews  hate  Hitler  and  everything  that 
Hitlerism  stands  for,  but  the  Jews  re- 
alize fully  well  that  the  war  is  being 
used  by  Hitler  to  rally  the  German 
people  around  himself.  The  sooner  the 
German  people  will  learn  that  the  rest 
of  the  world  is  ready  to  help  them 
get  rid  of  Hitler,  the  sooner  will  they 
sweep  out  the  Nazi  vermin  and  re- 
build Germany  anew  on  the  founda- 
tion of  liberty  and  progress."  Ergo, 
the  formula  continues :  "Every  addi- 
tional country  that  joins  the  war 
against  Germany  gives  Hitler  an  ad- 
ditional chance  to  argue  that  the  Ger- 
man people  must  defend  themselves 
against  the  whole  world  and  that  they 
must  therefore  support  him  in  that 
efifort."  That  is  why,  the  argument 
concludes,  the  Jews  don't  want  war 
against  Hitler  (S.  Almazov  in  Nai- 
Icbn,  May  1940,  pp.  3-4). 

The  new  peace  front,  as  applied 
to  the  Jewish  field,  has  worked  along 
the  following  lines :  ( 1 )  It  minimizes 
the  danger  of  Nazism  and  makes  little 
or  no  reference  to  Germany;  (2)  it 
keeps  hammering  away  at  British  im- 
perialism, particularly  in  Palestine ; 
(3)  it  champions  the  fight  against 
anti-Semitism ;  and  (4)  it  extols  the 
benefits  bestowed  on  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple by  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  their  discussions  of  war  and 
peace,  of  anti-Semitism  or  any  other 
problem  of  Jewish  interest,  the  Com- 
munist publications  since  the  pact 
have  minimized  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  Nazism  against  the 
Jews.  It  is  also  significant  that  the 
word  Nazism  had  been  practically 
omitted  from  their  vocabulary  for  a 


wliile.  Only  recently  did  their  daily 
press  begin  to  use  the  term  "Nazi" 
more  frequenth'. 

Communist  opposition  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  Jewish  National  Home  in 
Palestine  has  always  been  relentless 
and  unqualified.  It  denounced  the 
Zionist  movement  as  an  outright  cap- 
italist enterprise  and  Jewish  immigra- 
tion into  Palestine  as  a  scheme  to  ex- 
ploit the  Arab  masses,  and  it  bewail- 
ed the  lot  of  the  so-called  "landless" 
Arabs  who  were  allegedly  deprived  of 
their  possessions  by  the  Jewish  "in- 
truders." The  Communists  in  Pales- 
tine issued  pamphlets  in  Arabic  in- 
citing the  Arab  population  against  the 
Jews.  Zionism,  of  course,  has  been 
proscribed  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  its  fol- 
lowers persecuted. 

Now,  the  new  Communist  line  on 
Palestine  is  no  longer  anti-Jewish 
but  anti-British. 

The  Communists  have  forgotten  the 
landless  Arabs  and  are  now  denounc- 
ing Great  Britain  for  limiting  Jewish 
migration  into  Palestine.  "One  might 
think  that  Jewish  land  purchases," 
says  I.  Rennap  in  the  Freihcit  of 
April  19,  1940,  "have  been  wholly  re- 
sponsible for  the  acute  agrarian  pro- 
blem which  is  the  root  of  the  trouble 
in  Palestine.  This  is  not  the  case." 

As  the  professed  champions  of  the 
oppressed  and  persecuted,  the  Com- 
munists have  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  problem  of  anti-Semitism.  In 
the  united  front  period,  the  Piirty  had 
a  very  simple  and  direct  anti-Nazi 
])rogram  of  action  for  American  Jews. 
It  declared  that  "the  main  task  con- 
fronting the  Jewish  people  was  the 
struggle  against  reaction  and  fascism 
.  .  .  since  the  fate  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple is  bound  up  with  the  victory  of 
democracy  and  progress"  (J.  Soltin, 
The  Struggle  /Igaiiisf  Anti-Semitism, 
New  York.  1938,  pp.  8-9).  And  fur- 
ther :  "The  fight  [against  anti-Sem- 
itism] is  and  must  be  an  integral  part 
of  the  larger  struggle  against  fascism. 
Every  attempt  to  separate  the  two  as- 
pects of  the  struggle  plays  into  the 
hands  of  the  anti-Semites"  (p.  20). 
That  the  Communists  were  more  in- 
terested in  the  united  front  movement 
than  in  aiding  Jews  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  they  carried  on  an  un- 
tiring campaign  against  the  departure 
of  Jews  from  Nazi  Germany,  ex- 
plaining that  the  proper  solution  was 
to  fight  Nazism  on  the  spot. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  Communist 
new  policy,  the  question  of  anti-Sem- 
itism has  been  promptly  tied  up  with 


liie  cry,  "Stop  the  War !"  Fascism 
and  Nazism  are  no  longer  the  issue. 
United  action  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  combat  Nazism.  According  to 
Aloses  Miller,  president  of  the  Jew- 
ish People's  Committee,  "it  is  not  the 
rulers  of  Britain  and  France  who  will 
destroy  Nazism.  That  is  the  task  of 
the  German  people.  They  and  they 
alone  can  solve  the  problem."  But. 
Rabbi  Miller  declares,  "the  people  of 
the  world,  particularly  the  Jewish 
people,  must  unite  in  order  to  see  that 
the  war  is  brought  to  an  immediate 
halt  .  .  ."  For,  "to  support  either  side 
in  this  war  ...  is  to  defend  further 
anti-Semitism  and  further  pogroms" 
{A  J  CIV  Looks  at  War,  Jewish  Peo- 
ple's Committee,  June  1940,  p.  25). 
How  the  war  can  be  brought  to  an 
immediate  halt,"  without  "support- 
ing either  side"  is  a  secret  that  the 
Communists  refuse  to  divulge.  Fur- 
thermore, even  if  peace  could  be  ob- 
tained immediately,  it  should  be  clear 
that,  unless  Hitler  is  defeated,  the 
peace  terms  will  be  dictated  by  Nazi 
Germany.  What,  then,  will  be  its  ef- 
fect upon  the  Jews  of  Europe?  "It 
will  be  bad,"  the  Communists  say. 
But,  "if  the  Allies  defeat  Hitler,  it 
will  be  equally  bad  if  not  worse"  (P. 
Novick,  Freihcit.  April  5,  1940).  In 
other  words,  they  would  rather  have 
Hitler  win  the  war. 

*      *  * 

Since  the  "new  front"  came  into 
vogue,  and  especially  since  Soviet 
Russia  occupied  part  of  Poland  and 
the  Baltic  states,  the  Communists  have 
emphasized  the  boon  that  the  Soviet 
Union  offers  the  Jewish  people.  Im- 
mediately after  the  pact  was  signed 
and  while  Hitler  was  timing  his  march 
into  Poland,  the  Communists  in  New 
York  hailed  the  treaty  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  peace  and  therefore  a  benefit 
to  the  Jews.  "What  is  the  prime  in- 
terest of  the  Jews  in  Europe?"  M. 
Katz  asked  in  the  Freiheit  of  August 
26,  1939.  "They  are  interested,  above 
all,  in  peace  .  .  .  One  has  to  be  a 
madman  or  a  warmonger  to  dare  say 
that  the  non-aggression  pact  means 
war." 

After  Hitler's  conquest  of  Poland 
and  Stalin's  occupation  of  the  eastern 
part  of  that  country,  the  Communists 
greeted  the  Soviet  Union  as  the  lib- 
erator of  persecuted  Jews.  They  ex- 
])ressed  no  concern  over  the  fate  of 
the  Jews  who  remained  in  Nazi  Po- 
land, doomed  to  certain  annihilation. 
They  also  ignored  the  fact  that  the 
Continued  on  page  20 
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THE  DAHABIEH  IS  STILL  AFLOAT 


By  ARTHUR  SETTEL 


THE  recent  news  from  Jerusalem 
that  Zionist  activity  in  the  Dias- 
pora, wliich  means  outside  of 
the  National  Homeland,  is  continuing 
without  interruption  despite  the  haz- 
ards and  difficulties  of  the  war,  chal- 
lenges the  imagination  and  is  a  fact 
])roving  the  toughness  of  the  Jewish 
people.  But  what  is  more  incredible 
was  the  information  received  here  to 
the  effect  that  leaders  of  the  Zionist 
movement  in  Egypt  are  going  for- 
ward with  their  work  of  training 
young  clialutzim  for  eventual  immigra- 
tion to  Palestine,  notwithstanding  the 
repeated  air  raids  over  Alexandria 
and  more  recently  over  Cairo  itself. 

It  was  with  mixed  feelings  that  I 
received  this  news.  In  the  two  years 
during  wliich  I  covered  Egypt  and 
surrounding  territory  for  the  British 
United  Press  and  the  Jewish  Tele- 
graphic Agency,  it  was  my  privilege 
to  frequent  the  Hachsharali,  or  Clia- 
lutzim Training  Camps,  throughout 
Egypt,  hut  ])articularly  near  Alex- 
andria. It  was  a  rare  sight  to  watch 
young  EgyiJiian  Jews  whose  mother 
tongue  is  .Arabic  and  whose  cultural 
background  is  precisely  like  that  of 
Jews  the  world  over,  poring  over 
Hebrew  grammars,  studyingfiriaps  of 
Palestine  and  raking  the  ioft,  rich 
earth  of  the  Xile  Valley  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  great  day  when  they 
would  l)e  granted  certificates  for  Pal- 
estine. How  they  catered  to  me  be- 
cause I  had  1)een  long  resident  in  a 
Palestine  colony  and  had,  in  fact, 
been  a  chalutz  myself !  How  they 
yearned  to  hear  stories  about  life  in 
the  Jordan  \'alley !  It  was  strange  for 
here  they  were,  sons  of  the  Levant, 
long  used  to  the  climate  of  the  Near 
East,  familiar  with  the  ways  of  the 
Orient  and  of  the  Oriental,  training 
to  live  in  a  country  that  borders  on 
Palestine  and  that  in  numerous  ways, 
is  like  Palestine. 

One  of  the  most  fascinating  objects 
111'  m\  interest  was  the  Hachsharah 
Cam])  in  .\lexandria  Harbor.  Here 
were  a  handful  of  young  boys  and 
girls  studying  the  atjualic  arts  against 
the  time  when  they  could  go  to  Hai- 
fa, and  there  join  with  the  "Marine 
Corps"— the  latter  an  embryo  of  the 
future  Jewish  Navy.  I  was  so  as- 
tonished by  this  Camp  that  I  spent  a 
few  days  living  in  the  floating  house- 
boat in    which   the   clialutzim  lived. 


watching  them,  fishing  with  them  in 
the  early  hours  of  morning,  bathing 
wiiii  them,  rowing  with  them  in  and 
about  the  beautifid  bay.  When  I 
learned  that  the  houseboat  has  not 
been  abandoned  in  spite  of  air  raids 
but  that  rather  the  original  number 
of  clialutzim  had  increased,  I  dug  out 
my  diary  and  looked  up  my  notes  on 
the  "Kas  el  Tin  Hachsharah."  This 
is  what  I  wrote  at  the  time  of  my 
visit : 

For  one  piastre  you  can  take  the 
sailijoat  at  Pier  12  in  Alexandria  and 
\isit  the  Dahabieh,  a  floating  house- 
boat anchored  several  hundred  yards 
out  of  the  line  of  yachts  which  be- 
long to  the  Kas  el  Tin  Palace — cur- 
rently the  residence  of  Their  Majes- 
ties King  Farouk  and  Queen  Farida. 
There's  nothing  remarkable  about  the 
Dahabieh  save  a  frayed  piece  of  mus- 
lin that  flaps  in  the  wind  on  top  of  a 
ijlue  and  white  luast.  The  piece  of 
muslin  is  the  Zionist  flag. 

To  the  British  Royal,  Swiss,  F'rench, 
German,  Italian,  Greek  and  Interna- 
tional Yachting  Clubs  which  stand 
against  the  Alexandrian  skyline,  each 
fl)  ing  the  national  colors  of  its  State, 
the  Dahabieh  represents  nothing  more 
ilian  a  cockleshell  would  mean  to  an 
ocean  greyhound.  It  is  small,  incred- 
ilily  small,  with  one  deck  covered  with 
a  dozen  chairs ;  it  plunges  and  tacks 
a^  if  it  were  dodging  a  water-sprite 
des])ite  the  almost  glassy  surface  of 
the  waters.  A  desultory  canvas  pro- 
vides shade  on  deck.  There  are  no 
means  of  lighting  the  cabin  below. 
Communication  there  is  none,  and  if 
there  were  to  be  a  genuinely  severe 
scjuall  (something  which  happens 
rarely;,  — •  well,  the  Dahabieh  would 
have  no  more  chance  of  survival  than 
a  (juadrireme  in  the  middle  of  a  ty- 
piioon. 

Vet  somehow  the  Daiial)ieli,  if  n(jt 
very  seaworthy,  is  worth  her  salt  in 
another  sense.  She  is  GHQ  for  seven- 
teen members  of  the  Club  Maritime 
.Aliyah,  three  of  whom  are  undergo- 
ing hachsharah.  These  three  boys  live 
in  the  Dahabieh.  Their  chief  duty  is 
to  learn  the  craft  of  operating  small 
boats.  They  pay  their  expenses  by 
selling  fish  which  they  catch  by  night 
outside  of  the  Narrows  and  bring  to 
market    every    morning.    The  Club 


Maritime  Aliyah  —  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  the  whole  of  the  Near  or 
Middle  East — thinks  that  Palestine 
needs  young  pioneers  with  seafaring 
experience,  particularly  pioneers  who 
themselves  are  of  Eastern  origin.  An 
eft'ort  is  therefore  made  to  enlist  as 
members  ;as  many  Egyptian  Jewish 
youths  as  possible.  Their  knowledge 
of  the  Arabic  language  is  regarded  as 
a  decided  asset. 

Club  Maritime  Alijah  whose  guid- 
ing genius  is  Mr.  Ben  Asher,  mana- 
ger of  the  Peltours  office  in  Alex- 
andria, maintains  three  sailing  boats, 
named  respectively  Kincrct,  Carmcl 
and  Mahitc.  Kineret  being  the  He- 
i)rew  name  of  the  Sea  of  Gahlee.  All 
of  the  Aliyah  members  know  the  trick 
of  handling  the  three  men-o-war,  and 
are  given  plenty  of  opportunity  to 
practise.  There  are  in  addition  to 
Sunday  outings  tri-weekly  workouts 
and  occasional  but  not  infrequent  con- 
tests in  speed,  endurance  etc.  A  year 
of  training  on  board  of  Dahabieh  will 
entitle  a  boy  to  his  certificate  for  en- 
try into  Palestine,  where  he  w^ill  be 
expected  to  stick  to  his  calling. 

Vou  have  to  see  the  Dahabieh  to 
get  the  feel  of  it.  Its  insignificance  is 
emphasized  by  the  presence  ail  around 
it  of  great  and  impressive  objects. 
The  Ras  el  Tin  Palace,  breath-taking 
in  its  magnificence ;  a  couple  of  Im- 
perial Airways  seaplanes;  the  Pha- 
ros ;  four  steel-clad  cruisers  compris- 
ing part  of  Egypt's  cmbr>'onic  fleet; 
the  Royal  Yacht  "Mahroussa,"  fam- 
ous for  its  distinguished  history  as  a 
cruiser  of  Kings  and  their  Queens; 
the  Egyptian  naval  training  ship;  an 
enormous  fleet  of  expensive-looking 
saili)oats  and  colorful  yachts. 

Ben  Asher,  Polish-born  Egj-ptian, 
old-time  resident  of  Egypt  and  of 
Palestine,  who  directs  the  National 
I'und  units  of  Alexandria,  and  is  the 
doyen  of  Zionist  activity  in  the  city, 
likes  to  tell  the  story  of  how  the  Da- 
habieh was  acquired.  It  passed  through 
several  hands,  including  those  of  Os- 
wald J.  Finney,  wealthy  cotton  ty- 
coon and  ow-ner  of  the  two  English- 
language  newspapers  published  in 
Egj'pt.  On  its  deck  many  notable  per- 
sons took  tea  and  gazed  on  the  beauty 
all  around.  In  its  cabins  many  a  vital 
Coiiliiim'J  on  page  22 
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THEY  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE  MACHINE  AGE 


By  JACOB  SCHREIBMAN 


PROUDLY,  the  Titanic  raced 
through  an  unusually  calm  sea. 
while  the  passengers  celebrated 
this  maiden  voyage  of  the  great  trans- 
atlantic liner.  But  several  hours  later 
these  celebrants,  t  w  o  thousand  of 
them,  found  themselves  suddenly 
struggling  against  a  doom  in  freezing 
waters. 

The  Titanic  had  collided  with  the 
submerged  portion  of  an  iceberg 
which  currents  of  warm  water  had 
detached  from  the  icy  glacier  stretch- 
ing along  the  lonely  coast  of  Green- 
land. 

In  1917,  five  )-ears  after  the  Ti- 
tanic's  eight  million  dollars  of  engi- 
neering perfection  had  slid  beneath 
the  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  Elias  El- 
kan  Ries,  a  Jewish  scientist,  was  de- 
monstrating to  naval  officials  his  in- 
vention for  detecting  unseen  icebergs. 
Elias  Elkan  Ries's  device  made  re- 
currences of  the  Titanic  disaster  im- 
possible. 

Born  in  Randegg,  Germany,  sev- 
enty-eight years  ago,  Ries  came  to 
America,  worked  in  his  father's  shoe 
factory  and  in  the  evening  studied  tel- 
egraphy in  a  Baltimore  school.  He  has 
received  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
patents  for  electrical  inventions,  which 
include  a  self-starter  used  on  eleva- 
tors, a  method  of  vvclding  railway 
tracks,  and  a  regulating  socket  for 
controlling  light  and  candle  power. 
The  smooth  functioning  of  the  sub- 
way system  in  New  York  and  other 
large  cities  is  due  primarily  to  Ries's 
novel  method  of  supplying  electric 
current  by  an  intricate  system  of 
generating,  transmission  and  conver- 
sion devices. 

Although  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  Jews  have  contributed  to  the 
science  of  aviation,  the  first  rigid  air- 
ship, which  was  the  forerunner  of  the 
modern  dirigible,  was  built  forty- 
eight  years  ago  for  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment by  David  Schwartz,  its  Aus- 
trian inventor. 

When  Otto  Lilienthal,  Germany's 
pioneer  aeronaut,  was  still  a  child,  he 
succumbed  to  the  fascination  of  fly- 
ing as  do  other  boys  to  marble  play- 
ing and  bicycle  riding.  The  gliders  he 
built  actually  stayed  in  the  air,  and 
during  the  twenty  five-years  that  he 
experimented  to  prove  that  man  can 
fly,  his  interest  never  lagged.  In  1891 
he  constructed  a  pair  of  curved  wings 
which  enabled  him  to  soar  through 


the  air.  He  coasted  hundreds  of  times 
into  the  sky  by  running  down  a  steep 
sandhill  and  then  balancing  his  glider 
against  the  wind.  Flying  thus  through 
the  air  he  encountered  a  strong  wind 
one  fateful  August  day,  and  although 
he  balanced  skillfully,  his  glider  over- 
turned and  he  fell.  Some  historians 
of  aeronautics  say  that  this  unfortun- 
ate occurrence  prompted  the  Wright 
brothers  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
mechanical  flight,  with  the  result  that 
in  1903,  Orville  Wright  was  able  to 
ride  an  aeroplane  above  Kitty  Hawk 
for  twelve  seconds — thus  ushering  in 
our  present  age  of  flight. 

Philip  Reis,  a  poor  German  baker's 
son,  is  regarded  by  many  Europeans 
as  the  first  inventor  of  the  telephone. 
Early  in  life  Reis  reproduced  the  ana- 
tomical structure  of  the  human  ear 
and  built  an  electrical  eardrum.  His 
small  workshop  was  behind  a  wooden 
house  and  here  he  constructed  in- 
struments which  reproduced  sounds 
across  a  distance.  To  earn  a  living  he 
became  a  teacher.  During  the  stud- 
ents' study  hour  he  always  left  the 
classroom  to  continue  work  upon  his 
invention.  Surprisingly  enough,  his 
students,  although  left  completely 
alone,  never  made  any  unnecessary 
noise.  Experience  had  indicated  to 
them  that  the  wires  which  led  into 
their  teacher's  workshop  reported  any- 
one who  considered  exercising  youth- 
ful exuberance  more  important  than 
study. 

Reis  exhibited  his  telephone  to  the 
physicist  society  at  Giessen  and  to  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  and  King  Max 
of  Bavaria.  He  was  giving  public  ex- 
hibitions as  early  as  1861,  only  to 
find  that  even  scientific  circles  con- 
sidered h  i  s  invention  merely  an 
amusing  toy. 

Unable  to  commercially  develop  his 
invention — which  Alexander  Graham 
Bell  was  later  to  accomplish  in  Amer- 
ica— Philip  Reis  died  unknown,  at  the 
age  of  forty.  Characteristically  enough, 
four  years  after  his  death — in  1878 — 
the  city  of  Friedrichsdorf,  belately 
aware  of  his  greatness,  erected  a  cost- 
ly monument  to  his  memory. 

Emile  Berliner's  career  is  brighter. 
When  this  black-haired,  dark-eyed 
German  immigrant  was  twenty-six 
years  old  he  was  selling  dry  goods 


to  the  wives  of  Washington  diplo- 
mats. At  night  in  the  quiet  of  his 
drab  lodging,  he  sat  until  early  morn- 
ing tinkering  with  a  bizarre  device 
composed  of  a  toy  drum,  a  guitar 
string,  a  steel  button  and  a  sewing 
needle.  The  year  was  1876,  and  the 
telephone  had  just  been  invented  by 
Alexander  Graham  Bell.  Bell's  tele- 
phone was  a  good  receiver  but  a  poor 
transmitter  of  sounds,  and  Emile  Ber- 
liner, who  had  never  studied  in  a 
University  (having  left  school  at  the 
age  of  fourteen)  was  attempting  with 
his  self-taught  knowledge  of  physics 
to  make  the  telephone  a  practical  in- 
vention. (It  is  doubtful  whether  either 
Bell  or  Berliner  were  acquainted  at 
this  time  with  Philip  Reis'  earlier 
telephone  invention.)  He  finally  suc- 
ceeded and  was  invited  to  join  the 
research  laboratories  which  had  been 
organized  to  furnish  telephone  ser- 
vice. He  had  created  a  transformer 
device  which  today  enables  thirty  bil- 
lion telephone  conversations  to  be 
carried  on  every  year. 

Berliner  next  perfected  the  micro- 
phone, a  device  which  amplifies  the 
faintest  sounds. 

A  lover  of  music,  Berliner  could  not 
afford  a  music  teacher  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  career.  He  would  stand 
outside  the  rooms  of  more  fortunate 
souls  living  in  the  boarding  house 
where  he  lived,  and  listen  to  the  mel- 
odies which  were  being  played.  This 
may  account  for  his  subsequent  in- 
vention of  the  Gramaphone,  a  talking 
machine  which  "etches  the  human 
voice  on  a  permanent  record. 

In  1880.  while  Berliner  was  work- 
ing on  an  acoustic  device  for  lecture 
halls.  Hermann  Aron,  a  former  in- 
structor at  Berlin  University,  was 
sending  wireless  messages  across  the 
Wannsee  River  in  far-off  Germany, 
and  thus  demonstrated  the  possibility 
of  wireless  communication  by  means 
of  the  Hertzian  waves  (which  Hein- 
rich  Hertz,  another  German  Jew,  had 
discovered.)  Aron  reported  his  ex- 
periment to  the  International  Electric 
Exposition  held  in  Vienna,  and  re- 
turned to  direct  his  factory  at  Char- 
lottenburg,  where  he  invented  an  au- 
tomatic counting  machine,  improved 
the  incandescent  lamp  and  manufac- 
Cotitinucd  on  page  19 
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A  PSYCHOLOGICAL  STUDY  OF  ANTI-SEMITISM 
-MAURICE  SAMUEL'S  "THE  GREAT  HATRED" 


By  DR.  ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 


COUXTLESS  books  have  been 
written  on  the  history  and  the 
causes  of  anti-Semitism.  Tt 
seems  that  there  is  ver>-  Httle  new 
that  any  one  can  offer  on  this  ancient, 
yet  ever  modern  problem.  But  it  is  to 
the  credit  of  Maurice  Samuel  that  he 
does  offer  something  new.  a  new  ap- 
proach to  the  entire  subject.  In  his  re- 
cently published  book,  "The  Great 
Hatred"  (Alfred  G.  Knopf,  New- 
York).  Mr.  Samuel  gives  us  a  psy- 
chological study  which  probes  the 
hidden  depths  of  the  mind  and  soul 
of  the  anti-Semite  and  attempts  to  ex- 
plain the  psychological  reasons  why 
anti-Semitism  affects,  in  a  similar 
way,  men  <>f  different  races,  national- 
ities and  classes.  Is  is  the  Great 
Hatred, — he  might  have  added,  the 
Unique  Hatred,  —  different  from  all 
other  group  hatreds  that  are  so  com- 
mon in  this  world. 

The  author  presents  an  objective 
study,  and  does  not  aim  to  propagan- 
dize or  to  make  an  emotional  appeal. 
He  is  interested  only  in  explaining  an 
intricate  phenomenon.  "I  am  writing 
neither  in  defense  of  the  Jews  nor  in 
the  hope  of  i)rovoking  a  change  of 
outlook  in  anti-Semites."  He  makes 
the  brilliant  distinction  l)etween  anti- 
Jewish  sentiment  and  anti  -  Semitic 
hallucination.  ".-\nti-Jewish  sentiment 
(a  dislike  of  Jews  based  on  contact, 
direct  or  indirect,  with  some  Jews) 
is  in  fact  the  ordinarj-  variety  of  ra- 
cial, religious,  and  economic  bitter- 
ness, overflowing  in  ordinary  human 
abuse.  .\nti-Semitic  hallucination  is 
a  unique  phenomenon  (the  word 
unique  must  be  taken  quite  literallv 
here)  in  modem  group  relations." 

Anti-Semitism  is  something  more 
than  mere  aiuii)athy  towards  certain 
Jews.  .Anti-Semitism  is  the  Great 
Hatred,  based  on  fantastic,  illogical, 
absurd  reasoning,  and  the  more  fan- 
tastic and  illogical  the  contentions 
may  l)e.  the  readier  will  they  be  ac- 
cepted. There  is  no  sei\se  in  just  say- 
ing "absurd."  when  the  point  is  erc- 
diDit  quia  absurduiu,  they  believe  just 
because  it  is  absurd,  because  they 
want  so  to  believe. 

The  revelation  that  Mr.  Samuel 
brings  to  light  is  just  this:  "Anti- 
Semitism  is  the  expression  of  the  con- 


cealed hatred  of  Christ  and  Chris- 
tianity, rising  to  a  new  and  catastro- 
phic level  in  the  western  world  ...  It 
is  the  expression  of  the  movement 
to  put  an  end  to  the  Christian  epi- 
sode in  human  history." 

The  Jew  is  only  the  symbol  of  that 
which  the  anti-Semites  hate — the  Mo- 
ral Law.  In  Xazi-Germany  they  are 
at  least  frank  about  it.  "It  is  the  Jew 
who  foisted  Christianity  upon  the 
world."  They  want  neither  Chris- 
tianity nor  the  Law  that  Christianity 
represents.  That  alone  explains  the 
uniformity  of  this  reaction  under  the 
most  diverse  political  and  economic 
conditions  —  among  the  blackshirts  in 
Italy  and  England,  the  brownshirts 
in  Germany,  the  greenshirts  in  Rou- 
mania  and  Hungar>-,  the  silvershirts 
in  .-\merica.  the  grayshirts  in  Africa. 
For  all  of  them  anti-Semitism  is  the 
core  and  center  of  their  revolution- 
ary ideal.  This  uniformity  betrays 
its  character — "it  is  the  expression  of 
the  concealed  horror  of  Christ  the 
Jew — the  world  representative  of  a 
system  of  thought  which  stands  up  as 
the  univer.sal  ideological  enemy  of  the 
Xazi-Fascist  revolution." 

It  may  be  interesting  to  observe 
here  that  the  Rabbis  of  old  give  us 
a  hint  of  this  very  thesis  which  Mr. 
Samuel  develops  so  brilliantly.  They 
ask  :  "W  hy  is  the  mountain  on  which 
God  gave  the  I^w  called  Sinai?  And 
they  reply:  "Because  it  was  there  that 
the  Sinalli  ho-Olain.  the  hatred  of  the 
world,  began  toward  the  Jew !"  Anti- 
Semitism  l)egan  on  Sinai  because  the 


BJ\C)UKL\  X  ha^  approximately  a 
total  of  360  synagogues,  Talmud 
Torahs  and  Yeshibot.  which  are  lo- 
cated on  200  different  streets.  This 
total  includes  all  kinds  of  institutions, 
from  the  small  chevra  that  occupies 
a  store  or  one  room,  to  the  large 
buildings  that  cost  hundreds  of  thou- 
.sands  of  dollars.  It  also  includes  the 
synagogues  that  are  owned  by  rabbis 
and  cantors,  as  well  as  some  private 
Talmud  Torahs. 

Each  synagogue  is  the  nucleus  of  a 


ami-Semite  could  not  forgive  the  Jew 
for  having  brought  the  floral  Law 
into  the  world  and  for  having  given 
to  the  world  the  founder  of  Chris- 
tianity, who  made  that  same  Moral 
i^Tw  the  foimdation  of  the  new  faith 
that  captured  a  large  portion  of  the 
world. 

It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  Mr. 
Samuel's  magnificent  treatment  of  this 
subject  in  so  brief  a  review.  Ever)- 
page  of  the  book  is  filled  with  bril- 
liant observations.  This  author  has 
the  gift,  rare,  even  to  many  preachers, 
of  penetrating  the  deeper  meaning  of 
Biblical  and  Rabbinic  anecdotes  and 
utilizing  them  in  explanation  of  his 
argument.  His  interpretation  of  the 
famous  bargaining  scene  between 
.■\braham  and  God  with  reference  to 
the  possible  saving  of  Sodom  if  but 
ten  righteous  men  were  found  in  the 
city,  is  worthy  of  a  modem  addition 
to  our  Midrashic  lore. 

This  reviewer  hopes  to  deal  at 
greater  length  w-ith  this  book  in  a 
series  of  sermons  which  he  plans  to 
delhrer  from  the  pulpit.  "The  Great 
Hatred"  is  a  work  that  must  be  read 
by  erery  Jew  who  really  w-ishes  to 
have  an  intelligent  understanding  of 
this  psychic  phenomenon  so  rampant 
today.  It  is  a  work  which  w-e  hope 
will  l>e  read  by  all  intelligent  and 
loyal  Christians,  who  should  learn  to 
understand  the  threat  and  the  danger 
that  anti-Semitism  constitutes  tow-ards 
all  th(*e  ideals  that  they  have  been 
taught  to  as.sociate  with  the  word 
Christianity. 


Jew ish  community.  Consequently  East 
of  L'tica  Avenue  and  north  of  Ful- 
ton Street  there  are  115  synagogues. 
In  Greenpoint.  which  is  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  Brooklyn,  there  are 
four  synagogues.  Eastern  Parkway 
lui>  if.  Bedford  .\venue.  10.  Bristol 
Street.  7,  Coney  Island  .\venue,  7, 
Christopher  Avenue,  5.  Howard  Ave- 
nue, 4,  Hopkinson  Avenue.  4,  Marcy 
Avenue,  4,  Moore  Street.  4.  Ocean 
.Avenue.  5.  Prospect  Place.  5,  Stone 
Continued  on  page  22 
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JEWISH  FRIENDS  OF  MOZART 


IX  the  lives  of  almost  all  great  mu- 
sicians Jews  have  in  the  main 
played  an  important  part.  This 
holds  true  not  only  for  Richard  \Vag- 
ner.  Johannes  Brahms.  Franz  Liszt, 
and  Robert  Schumann,  but  also  for 
Beethoven  and  Mozart. 

Mozart  lived  at  the  time  when  the 
emancipation  of  the  Jews  was  begin- 
ning. He  was  a  man  of  more  than 
average  culture  and  critical  of  social 
conditions.  He  moved  in  a  circle  to 
which  Jews  belonged  as  equals,  or  al- 
most so. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  the  gal- 
lery of  Jewish  personalities  who  play- 
ed a  decisive  part  in  the  life  of  Moz- 
art, we  meet  first  a  man  who  spent  a 
large  part  of  his  life  in  America  and 
died  in  Xew  York  as  an  American : 
Lorenzo  da  Ponte.  Da  Ponte  wrote 
the  librettos  for  Mozart's  great  operas. 
"Don  Giovanni"  and  "Cosi  Fan  Tut- 
te."  He  was  born  in  1749  in  Ceneda. 
near  Venice,  the  son  of  Geremio  Con- 
ejliano  Corduangeber  and  Chela  (Ra- 
chel )  Pincherle.  He  received  at  birth 
the  name  of  Emanuele.  Inn  was  bap- 
tized as  a  bo\-  by  the  Bishop  of  Cene- 
da. Lorenzo  da  Ponte.  whose  name 
he  then  took.  In  his  "Memoirs,"  which 
were  published  by  John  Cray  and 
Company  of  Xew  York,  in  1823-27, 
da  Ponte  concealed  his  Jewish  extrac- 
tion. But  many  documents  establish 
most  clearl}-  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Jewish  race.  A  picture  of  him  in  his 
youth  shows  us  his  delicate,  refined 
face  with  characteristic  nose  and  al- 
mond shaped  eyes.  An  American  pic- 
ture of  him  in  his  old  age  throws  into 
bold  relief  sharp  features,  thin  lips, 
and  again  the  almond  shaped  eyes.  In 
fact,  the  Jewish  origin  of  the  abbe 
was  always  visible  and  his  enemies 
were  able  to  capitalize  on  this.  When 
da  Ponte  was  made  Court  poet  in  1783 
he  became  acquainted  with  Mozart. 

In  his  later  life  da  Ponte  again  en- 
tered the  Jewish  religious  community 
when  he  married  the  English  Jewess, 
Xancy  Crahl.  in  Trieste,  in  1792, 
and  the  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
Trieste  synagogue  in  accordance  with 
Jewish  ritual.  Part  of  a  letter  of  the 
X'enetian  nobleman.  Pierre  Zaguri,  to 
Casanciva,  dated  March  19,  1893,  re- 
ferred to  this  marriage,  when  it  said : 

*Molmcnti,    Lettere   inedite   di  Patrizio 

Zaguri,  I'Jll. 
**Marclieson,  Delia  vita  c  dell  opere  di 

Lorenzo  da  Ponte,  Treviso,  1900. 


By  DR.  PAUL  NETTL 


"How  in  the  devil  the  Abbe  da  Ponte 
lets  himself  be  considered  a  Jew  in 
Trieste  !"* 

And  when  tiie  Bishop  of  Xew  York, 
John  MacCloskey,  the  leader  of  the 
parish  where  da  Ponte  died,  was 
questioned  in  Rome  about  the  conver- 
sion of  the  poet,  he  spoke  with  deep 
feeling  about  the  indications  of  a  sin- 
cere repentence.*  Da  Ponte  had  thus 
been  twice  a  Jew  and  twice  a  Catholic. 

Mozart  met  da  Ponte  in  the  house 
of  Baron  W'etzler,  one  of  the  richest 
bankers  of  A'ienna,  also  a  baptized 
Jew.  He  was  a  special  protector  of 
Mozart.  H's  name  is  found  among 
ihc  founders  (if  the  \'ienna  "Chevra 
Kaddisha."  which  was  organized  1763. 
But  Iiis  name.  "X^'aphthali  Herz,  son  of 
Abraliam  W  etzlar,"  was  stricken  from 
the  rolls  after  his  christening. 

As  earl}-  as  X'ovember  24,  1781, 
siiortly  after  his  arrival  in  Vienna, 
Mozart  reported  to  his  father:  "Yes- 
terday I  was  in  the  academy  with 
-Auernheimer  ...  in  the  academy  was 
the  rich.  l)aptized  Jew,  Wetzlar."  It 
is  significant  that  when  the  composer 
sent  any  information  about  Wetzlar 
to  his  father  at  Salzburg  he  always 
thought  he  had  to  make  some  apolog}'. 
.After  Mozart  married  he  moved  into 
W'etzlar's  house.  He  wrote  to  his 
father  on  January  22,  1783:  "We  Hve 
in  the  little  Herberstein  house,  X"o. 
412,  on  the  third  floor,  with  Herr  von 
Wetzlar,  a  rich  Jew."  \\'hen  Mozart's 
wife  Constance,  gave  birth  to  a  boy 
Wolfgang  wrote  to  his  father :  "I  im- 
mediately sent  word  of  the  happy  out- 
come of  my  wife's  confinement  to 
Baron  Wetzlar,  as  my  true  good 
friend.  He  came  immediately  and  of- 
fered to  be  the  godfather."  Mozart 
named  his  son  after  both  W^etzlar 
and  his  father. 

]\Iozart's  biographer,  Albert,  sug- 
gested that  \\'etzlar  had  forced  him- 
self on  Mozart.  This  is  wrong.  "You. 
noble  Baron" — thus  da  Ponte  apos- 
trophized Wetzlar  in  his  "^Memoirs," 
"}'ou  who  loved  Mozart,  that  heaven- 
ly man.  .so  sincerely,  had  a  part  in 
h!s  great  immortal  fame!"  In  reality 
it  was  the  Jew  Wetzlar  who  first 
thought  of  da  Ponte  as  a  collabora- 
tor for  Mf)zart,  and  had  guaranteed 
to  finance  the  production  of  their  first 
opera  in  London  or  Paris  should  it 


not  be  performed  in  X'ienna. 

Wetzlar  remained  throughout  his 
lifetime  a  true  friend  of  Mozart.  In 
1791  his  name  still  appears  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  master.  On 
Alarch  17,  1784,  ilozart  sent  his 
father  the  list  of  subscribers  to  an 
academy.  Among  them  were  the  elder 
and  younger  Wetzlar,  as  well  as  these 
other  Austrian  Jews:  Arnstein,  Hen- 
ikstein,  and  Sonnenfels. 

In  1784  Mozart  entered  the  Vien- 
nese Freemasons  Lodge  "Zur  Wohlt- 
atigkeit."  Up  to  the  end  of  his  life 
he  was  a  zealous  Freemason,  and 
wrote  for  the  various  Viennese  lodges 
a  series  of  important  compositions, 
among  them  the  orchestral  "Freema- 
sons' Funeral  Music."  This  was  writ- 
ten for  a  funeral  which  took  place 
Xovember  17,  1785,  after  the  death 
of  two  prominent  noble  lodge-broth- 
ers. On  this  occasion  a  brother  by  the 
name  of  Wenzel  Tobias  Epstein  gave 
the  funeral  oration. 

Epstein  was  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  funeral  for  which 
Mozart  wrote  the  "Freemasons'  Fun- 
eral Music,"  and  he  may  have  given 
Mozart  the  commission  to  compose  it. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  profound  and 
earnest  compositions  which  Mozart 
has  written.  It  is  peculiar  that  the 
cantus  firmus  (basic  melody)  of  the 
piece,  which  is  supposed  to  symbolize 
inexorable  death,  is  not  of  the  same 
stock  as  Catholic  liturgy,  but  presents 
an  old  Jewish  psalm  melody  which  is 
used  in  temple  cantillation.  The  chants 
of  the  Persian  as  well  as  of  the  Italian 
Jews  contain  the  melody. 

W'here  did  Mozart  hear  this  mel- 
ody? In  all  probability  he  learned  of 
it  from  Italy  where  he  possibly  had 
heard  the  "Lamentations  of  Jeremiah" 
of  the  Sephardim.  I  dare  not  voice 
the  thought  that  perhaps  there  is  a 
connection  between  this  old  Jewish 
cantus  firmus  and  the  man  who  pro- 
bably gave  Mozart  the  commission  for 
its  composition. 

Epstein  also  sponsored  the  creation 
of  another  Masonic  composition  of 
Mozart's,  the  cantata,  "Maurerfreude," 
which  was  composed  in  1785  in  honor 
of  the  famous  naturalist  and  Free- 
Mason,  Ignatz  von  Born  and  pub- 
iisiied  b}-  Artaria  with  a  preface  fur- 
nished by  Epstein. 
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THE  NEWS  OF  THE  MONTH 


By  LESTER  LYONS 


THE  Dutch  people  have  given  ad- 
mirable manifestations  of  their 
sympathy  toward  the  Tews  and 
of  their  refusal  to  succumb  to  anti- 
Jewish  propaganda.  Recently,  spies 
appointed  to  inform  the  Gestapo  of 
Je«-ish  aaivities,  reported  that  Jews 
in  Holland  had  given  shelter  to  two 
British  ainnen  forced  to  land  in  that 
country-.  The  Xazi  Govenior-General 
forthwith  imp'jsed  a  fine  of  50,000 
guilders  on  the  JewHsh  community  in 
the  Hague,  to  be  paid  within  six 
hours.  When  this  sentence  became 
public,  a  committee  of  influential 
Dutchmen  undertook  to  aid  the  im- 
poverished Jews.  and.  working  in 
secrecy,  raised  the  necessary  money 
in  a  few  days.  I3espiie  Xazi  threats 
of  reprisals,  the  Dutch  frequently  fra- 
ternize with  the  Jews. 

•    •  • 

In  a  period  of  two  weeks,  over  10,- 
000  Jews  were  deported  from  the 
Geniian  pro\-inces  of  Baden  and  the 
Palatinate  to  concentration  camps  in 
t  h  e  southern  parts  of  unoccupied 
France  near  the  Spanish  border.  The 
refugees,  ranging  in  age  from  9 
months  to  98  years,  consist  chietly  of 
women  and  children.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  these  Jews  were  exiled  on 
no  more  than  half  an  hour's  notice. 
They  were  pennitted  to  take  merely 
a  minimum  of  clotliing  and  money, 
anjounting  at  most  to  $2.50  for  an 
individual.  Many  of  them  took  only 
tlie  clothes  they  wore.  Families  were 
se]>arated  when  the  men  were  sent  to 
(jne  concentration  camp  and  the  wo- 
men and  children  to  another.  The  liv- 
ing conditions  at  these  camps  have 
lieen  wretched,  with  hardly  enough 
water  and  food  supply  available.  Many 
refugees  ha<l  Ijeen  on  the  verge  of 
coming  to  this  countn.-.  having  ob- 
tained vi.sas  for  that  purpose,  before 
their  deportation.  Xow  they  will  be 


"BEH  ARE.  DR.  WISE.'"— HITLER 

.\  Xazi  broadcast  from  Berlin  has 
warned  Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Jewish  Con- 
gress, to  lieware  of  "a  day  of  rec- 
koning." The  broadcaster  declared 
that  Dr.  Wise  is  a  personal  object 
of  Hitler's  wrath  and  has  been  mark- 
e<l  for  deadly  punishment  by  the 
Fuelirer. 


obliged  to  make  new  applications  for 
visas,  but  because  ot  their  lack  of 
money  tliey  may  find  it  impossible  to 
do  so.  .Although  the  French  authori- 
ties liave  been  forced  to  assume  re- 
sponsibility for  the  refugees,  the  aid 
they  have  extended  has  been  meagre 
and  insufficient  because  of  their  dif- 
ficulty in  caring  for  their  own  na- 
tionals. 

•  •  • 

Over  30.000  Jews  are  said  to  lie 
in  concentration  camps  in  the  unoc- 
cupied part  of  France  .  .  .  The  coun- 
try has  no  Jewish  newspapers.  Per- 
mission to  publish  newspapers  either 
;n  Yiddish  or  French  has  been  denied 
Jews  .  .  .  Only  one  synagc^e  re- 
mains open  in  Paris.  All  other  Jew- 
ish institutions  are  closed  .  .  .  Gangs 
of  Xazis  and  French  criminals  have 
l>een  organized  by  the  Gestapo  to  loot 
Jewish  propeny  .  .  .  Many  prominent 
Jews  in  France  have  committed  sui- 
cide. 

•  •  • 

Of  the  35.000  Jews  formerly  in  the 
French  provinces  of  .Msace  and  I-or- 
raine  15.000  were  evacuated  at  the 
Itcginning  of  the  war.  Recently,  the 
.\azis  instigated  a  pc^oni  in  that  ter- 
ritory, resulting  in  great  damage  to 
lewish  property.  Then  they  used  the 
pogrom  as.  an  excuse  for  expelling 
the  remaining  Jews  from  those  pro- 
vinces, on  the  ground  that  the  popu- 
lation was  opposed  to  their  presence. 
The  exiles  were  allowed  only  enough 
money  to  reach  the  unoccupied  zone, 
and  nearly  all  their  jxjssessions  were 
confiscaieil.  Great  protest  was  made 
by  the  Xazi  press  against  those 
French  democrats,  as  well  as  priests, 
who  sought  to  take  care  of  property 
left  beliind  by  Jews  and  prevent  it 
from  being  appropriated  by  the  Nazis. 

•  •  • 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  150,000  mem- 
l>ers.  t  h  e  Zionist  Organization  of 
America  has  proclaimed  the  period 
from  now  to  December  25th  as  Na- 
tional Zionist  Membership  Month. 
Public  rallies  and  other  events  in 
hundretls  of  communities  will  lie  con- 
ducted by  local  Zionist  branches  dur- 
ing this  period  for  the  puqx)se  of  ac- 
(|uainting  the  Jewish  people  wiiVi  the 
aims  of  the  Zionist  movement.  Special 


celebrations  will  be  held  during  Cha- 
nukah  week,  from  December  25th  to 
Januar)-  1st.  In  this  city,  the  mem- 
l)ership  campaign  is  to  be  under  the 
leadership  of  Da\-id  Tannenbaum  who 
has  been  appointed  director  of  the 
Greater  Xew  York  Metropolitan 
Bureau.  Mr.  Tannenbaum  is  also 
I 'resident  of.  the  local  Zionist  branch. 
Eastern  Parkway  District  Xo.  14. 
This  District  is  arranging  a  series  of 
niet-t"i]£:>  wliich  will  be  featured  bv 


SAPOLEOS  THE  FIRST 
ZIOMST? 

While  in  the  midst  of  his  Xear 
Eastern  camjaign  in  1799.  Napoleon 
issued  a  proclamation  in  which  he  of- 
fered Palestine  to  the  Jewish  people. 
The  text  of  this  proclamation  ap- 
jiears  in  a  prexnously  undiscovered 
manuscript  published  for  the  first 
time  by  the  historian  Dr.  Franz  Kob- 
ler.  In  the  light  of  this  discover}-. 
Napoleon  appears  to  be  the  first  ruler 
of  modern  times  to  recognize  public- 
ly the  right  of  the  Jews  to  re-estab- 
lish tlieir  natitmal  h>>mc  in  Palestine. 


entertainment  and  prominent  speak- 
ers. 

•    •  • 

Jews  in  Norway  are  prohibited 
from  jjractising  law  or  medicine.  They 
are  alsi>  forbidden  to  hold  religious 
meetings  in  prix^ate.  Jewish  shops  are 
rctjuired  to  be  clearly  marked.  Anti- 
Xazi  >tudents.  however,  have  been  de- 
liljerately  ]>atronizing  these  shops.  .\t 
the  risk  of  arrest,  these  students  have 
frequently  removed  anti-Jewish  slo- 
gans on  shop  windows. 

•      •  • 

More  than  60.000  Algerian  Jews 
have  lieen  deprived  of  their  French 
dtizenship  by  a  decree  of  the  \'ichy 
government  abrogating  a  70  year  old 
law  which  naturalized  as  a  group  all 
the  Jews  in  that  territory.  In  most 
cases  these  Jews  liad  inherited  French 
citizenship  from  their  grand-parents. 
This  decree  «t11  prevent  many  Jews 
from  practising  law  or  medicine  or 
from  teaching.  Special  rules  will  be 
fonnulate<l  fiir  the  indi\-idual  natural- 
ization of  Algerian  Jews. 
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Refugees  from  Germany  have  been 
permitted  to  volunteer  for  the  Medi- 
cal Corps  with  the  Rhodesian  forces. 
The  Governor  of  Rhodesia,  in  an- 
swering those  who  criticized  the  gov- 
ernment for  leniency  in  interning 
aliens,  declared :  "As  a  race  and  com- 
munity the  Jews  were  subjected  to  a 
persecution  reminiscent  of  a  more  bar- 
barous era.  In  every  country  overrun 
by  Germany  persecution  is  at  once 
introduced.  Is  it  hoped  that  they  will 
help  their  enemies  against  their  only 
hope,  an  allied  victory?" 

•  •  • 

Jewish  diamond  cutters  from  Hol- 
land now  in  Portugal  may  be  admitted 
to  Brazil.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  by  its  Lisbon  representative 
that  these  craftsmen  could  create  a 
new  industry  with  Brazil's  resources 
of  raw  diamonds. 

•  •  • 

Many  Jewish  refugee  families  in 
Central  and  South  America  have 
been  too  poor  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  necessary  prayer  or  religious 
books,  prayer  shawls,  scrolls  of  the 
Torah  and  other  equipment  used  in 
religious  services.  Appeals  for  these 
articles  have  been  made  by  them  of 
Jews  in  this  country.  The  United 
Synagogue  of  America  is  endeavor- 
ing to  obtain  as  many  of  these  items 
as  possible  from  Jews  here,  for  dis- 
tribution to  these  needy  refugees.  Any 
paraphernalia  of  this  kind  will  be  wel- 
come, even  if  used  or  in  poor  condi- 
tion. ^  •     •  • 

The  WomTn's  Division  of  the  Amer- 
ican Jewish  Congress  has  made  a  gift 
of  $1,000  to  the  British  War  Relief 
Society  for  the  purchase  of  a  mobile 
kitchen.  This  equipment  will  feed 
400  air-raid  victims  at  one  time.  Three 
ambulances  had  previously  been  given 
by  this  organization  to  the  British 
Red  Cross. 

•  •  • 

A  fire  station  in  London  was  used 
as  a  place  for  religious  ser\'ices  for 
firemen  on  Yom  Kippur.  The  Super- 
intendent of  the  station  could  not  allow 
the  men  to  go  to  a  synagogue  for  the 
services  because  it  would  have  seri- 
ously impaired  the  strength  of  the 
force  .  .  .  Air  raids  in  England  have 
not  been  wholly  without  compensating 
results  to  some  part  of  the  English 
population.  In  some  cases,  where 
bombs  took  off  most  of  the  roofs  of 
houses  leaving  shattered  beams  and 
tiles  through  which  the  stars  could 
be  seen,  resourceful  Jews  are  sai3  to 


have  utilized  the  dwellings  as  Suc- 
cahs. 

•  •  • 

Ways  and  means  of  promoting  the 
ties  between  the  Arabs  and  Jews  in 
Palestine  have  been  discussed  by  re- 
presentatives of  both  peoples.  At  a 
meeting  of  Jews  and  Arab  workers 
unity  against  the  common  Nazi  and 
Fascist  foe  as  a  means  of  cooperation 
was  stressed.  A  periodical  has  been 
published  which  is  concerned  with  the 
ultimate  permanent  adjustment  of  ra- 
cial relations.  •     •  • 

The  Jewish  Agency  Experimental 
Station  in  Palestine  has  successfully 
extracted  from  soya  beans  oil  usable 
for  aviation  alcohol.  Six  hundred  du- 
nams  of  land  have  been  cultivated  for 
the  bean  in  1940.  With  the  aid  of  a 
government  loan  to  be  used  for  cul- 
tivation for  15  years,  20,000  dunams 
are  to  be  planted  next  year.  Only  one 
}ear  ago  soya  beans  were  first  grown 
.satisfactorily  in  Palestine. 

•  •  • 

That  conscription  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Jewish  law  from  Biblical 
times  to  the  present  day  is  the  sub- 
ject of  an  article  prepared  for  the 
Universal  Jewish  Encyclopedia  by 
Rabbi  Simon  Cohen,  Research  Direc- 
tor of  the  work.  Conscription,  as 
practiced  by  the  Jews  when  they  were 
a  nation  and  had  armies,  has  been 
upheld  generally  by  Jewish  teachers 
in  all  places.  In  offensive  wars  ex- 
emption was  granted  to  those  who 
had  been  recently  married  or  engaged, 
or  had  built  a  new  home  or  planted 
a  new  vineyard,  and  to  self-confessed 
cowards.  In  defensive  wars  no  ex- 
emptions were  allowed.  The  Talmud 
i*s  quoted  that  in  a  war  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  nation  in  which  Jews  live 
"even  the  bridegroom  must  go  forth 
from  his  bridal  chamber  and  the 
bride  from  her  canopy." 

•  •  • 

B'nai  B'rith,  the  oldest  and  largest 
Jewish  fraternal  organization,  has 
waived  the  payment  of  membership 
dues  for  all  its  members  who  have 
been  or  will  be  called  into  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States.  No  dis- 
tinction will  be  made  between  mem- 
bers entering  service  by  enlistment  or 
conscription.  During  the  period  of 
service  they  will  not  be  required  to 
pay  dues,  but  will  retain  all  the 
rights  of  members.  In  1917  the  society 
took  a  similar  step. 

•  •  • 

Following  a  three  months'  tour  of 
many   countries   in   South  America, 


LAST  WORD  IN  OPPRESSION 

Jews  in  Germany  are  forced  to 
l)uild  air  raid  shelters  although  they 
are  forbidden  to  use  them.  Over  10,- 
000  Jews  have  been  conscripted  for 
this  work. 


Rabbi  J.  X.  Cohen  has  declared  that 
political  leaders  there  fear  that  Ger- 
many may  conquer  a  South  American 
country  and  spread  its  influence  to  the 
remainder  of  that  continent.  On  be- 
half of  the  American  Jewish  Con- 
gress and  with  the  approval  of  this 
government.  Rabbi  Cohen  and  others 
went  on  a  semi-diplomatic  mission  to 
formulate  a  plan  for  the  unification  of 
Latin-American  Jewry  in  the  general 
defense  of  democracy  and  in  promot- 
ing solidarity  of  action  in  all  mat- 
ters concerning  world  Jewry.  Pointing 
out  that  the  German  Embassies  act  as 
centers  of  Nazi  propaganda  in  those 
countries  and  that  German  business 
firms  serve  as  political  organizations. 
Rabbi  Cohen  said  that  the  German 
machine  exacts  tribute  from  every 
German  whether  naturalized  or  not. 
Fifth  Column  activities  are  wide- 
spread, he  stated,  and  occur  even  on 
American  steamers  which  travel  be- 
tween this  country  and  South  Amer- 
ica. •     •  • 

A  permanent  Industrial  Exhibition, 
sponsored  by  the  Palestine  Manufac- 
turers' Association,  has  been  opened 
in  Tel  Aviv.  The  exhibition  is  in- 
tended to  reveal  the  productive  capa- 
city of  the  Yishuv,  advance  the  cam- 
paign for  the  consumption  of  home 
products,  and  demonstrate  the  coun- 
try's increasing  self-sufficiency.  The 
industrial  contributions  of  the  Jewish 
people  in  Palestine  are  considered  as 
important  as  any  direct  militar>'  aid 
that  could  be  furnished. 

•      •  • 

Hadassah,  the  Women's  Zionist 
Organization  of  America,  has  spon- 
sored 1,000  sewing  groups  in  this 
country  for  the  making  of  clothing 
and  linen  for  use  in  Palestine.  Over 
94,000  pieces,  valued  at  $50,000,  have 
already  been  sent  by  Hadassah  to  Pal- 
estine. In  addition,  this  organization 
has  sent  great  quantities  of  medical 
supplies  and  equipment  to  the  land  of 
Israel  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
Shipments  have  been  made  via  Cape 
Horn  and  the  Port  of  Basra  in  Iran, 
and  thence  overland  by  truck  to  Hai- 
fa. •      •  • 

A  minimum  of  $1,000,000  a  month 
for  the  coming  months  is  needed  for 
Continued  on  page  22 
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Rabbi  Levinthal  to  Give  Series  of 
Lectures  on  the  History  and 
Evolution  of  Anti-Semitism 

On  Friday  evening,  November  29, 
Rabbi  Levinthal  will  begin  a  series 
of  four  lectures  on  the  subject,  "The 
Great  Hatred — the  History  and  Evo- 
lution of  Anti-Semitism."  The  speci- 
fic subject  of  the  first  lecture  will  be 
"Anti-Semitism  in  Earliest  Times." 
This  will  be  followed  by  three  lec- 
tures :  ".Anti-Semitism  As  a  S  c  i  - 
ence  —  Made  in  Germany" ;  "Anti- 
Semitism  as  a  Political  Weapon"  and 
last.  "Anti-Semitism,  What  it  Means 
Today — Is  it  a  Jewish  or  a  Christian 
Problem  ?" 

Rabbi  Max  Arzt  Guest 
Preacher  This  Friday 

.\i  uur  late  services  on  Friday 
evening,  Xovember  22nd  we  sliall 
have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  in  our 
pulpit,  Rev.  Dr.  Max  Arzt,  for  many 
years  the  rabbi  in  the  leading  Syna- 
gogue of  Scranton,  Pa.  who  recently 
was  appointed  Lecturer  in  Practical 
Kabbinics  and  Director  of  Field 
Activities  at  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminar)-  of  .\merica.  Rabbi  Arzt  is 
also  a  past  president  of  the  Rabbini- 
cal Assembly  of  America  and  has  been 
active  in  all  important  natrooal  Jew- 
ish organizations.  He  is  a  preacher 
of  fine  ability  and  will  undoubtedly 
bring  to  us  a  most  important  mes- 
sage. The  topic  of  his  address  will 
I)e  "Three  Fundamental  Questions." 
Rev.  Kantor  will  lead  in  the  congre- 
gational singing. 

Lectures  on  21ionism  and  Palestine 

I  nder  tlie  joint  auspices  of  the 
Center  ln>iiiule  of  Jewish  Studies  for 
Adults  and  the  Eastern  Park\vay 
Zionist  District,  a  series  of  lectures 
on  Zionism  and  Palestine  will  be 
given  at  the  Center  on  Wednesday 
evenings  at  8:30  o'clock  throughout 
the  season.  The  first  of  the  series  on 
History  of  Zionism  and  Modern  Pal- 
estine is  being  given  by  Samuel  Du- 
ker.  well  known  writer  and  contribu- 
tor to  leading  magazines.  Mr.  Duker's 
lectures  will  be  continued  on  Wednes- 
day evenings,  Nov.  27th,  Dec.  4th, 
11th  and  18th. 

This  series  will  be  followed  by  lec- 
tures to  be  delivered  by  Rabbi  Mor- 
decai  Lewittes,   Miss   Marie  Syrkin 


and  Dr.  David  Tannenbauin.  The 
entire  series  of  twenty  lectures  will 
be  free  to  members  as  well  as  non- 
members,  except  for  a  small  registra- 
tion fee  of  $2  for  Center  members 
and  $3  for  non-members. 

Institute  For  Adults  Now  Open 

All  the  classes  in  our  Institute  of 
Jewish  Studies  for  Adults  are  now 
functioning  and  new  students  will  be 
welcome.  The  courses  in  Jewish  His- 
tory, Religion  and  Talmud  are  given 
on  Tuesday  evenings  and  the  courses 
in  the  Hebrew  language  on  Thursday 
evenings.  It  is  an  excellent  opportun- 
ity for  men  and  women  to  get  the 
best  instruction  in  these  subjects,  and 
we  hope  that  many  will  avail  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity. 

Important  Notice  to  Members 
With  Regard  to  Bar  Mitzrahs 

I\  order  to  avoid  any  misunder- 
standing or  confusion  with  regard 
to  the  Bar  Mitzvah  ceremonies  in  our 
synagogue,  parents  should  please  take 
note  of  the  following  important  in- 
structions: The  date  of  the  Bar  Mitz- 
vah should  be  reserved  as  early  as 
jxissible.  Members  who  are  first  to  re- 
serve the  Sabbath  will  have  the  Haf- 
torah  assigned  to  the  Bar  Mitzvah. 
If  anyone  desires  a  Sabbath  that  lias 
already  been  reserved,  the  second  Bar 
Mitzvali  will  be  assigned  to  read  a 
])ortion  in  the  Torah,  instead  of  the 
Haftorah.  This,  by  the  way,  was  the 
custom  in  many  communities  in  Eu- 
rope, which  had  the  Bar  Mitzvah  boy 
read  from  the  Torah  instead  of  being 
the  Maftir.  Under  this  procedure, 
even  a  third  boy  can  be  Bar  Mitzvah 
on  the  same  Sabbath,  being  assigned 
another  portion  from  the  Torah.  This 
l>roccdurc  will  du  justice  to  all  lads 
who  become  Bar  Mitzvah  on  the  same 
date  and.  at  the  same  time,  avoid 
the  practice  in  vogue  in  many  syna- 
gogues, where  each  Bar  Mitzvah  lad 
repeats  the  reading  of  the  Haftorah. 
We  arc  confident  that  this  procedure 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  all 
parents. 

Judge  Greenberg  Dinner 
Wednesday  Night 

Judge  Emanuel  Greenberg.  first 
vice-president  of  the  Center,  will  be 
tendered  a  testimonial  dinner  at  the 


Center  iie.xt  Tuesday  evening,  Nov- 
ember 26th,  at  6:30  o'clock.  The  din- 
ner is  arranged  in  behalf  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Jewish  Charities.  Reserva- 
tions may  be  made  at  the  office  of 
the  Center  at  $2.50  per  person. 

Women's  Courses  in  Jewish 
History  and  Religion 

Women  who  find  it  difficult  to  at- 
tend the  evening  courses  in  our  In- 
stitute of  Jewish  Studies  for  Adults, 
will  be  ])lcascd  to  learn  that  we  have 
arranged  two  special  courses  which 
are  given  on  Wednesday  mornings 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Helen 
Levinthal  Lyons.  The  course  in  Jew- 
ish History  is  given  at  10  o'clock  and 
Religion  and  Bible  at  11  o'clock.  A 
large  number  of  women  have  already 
enrolled.  Further  registration  will  be 
accepted. 

Class  In  Contemporary  Literature 

The  class  in  Contemporary  Litera- 
ture under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Kaplan  meets  on  \\'ednesday 
evenings  at  8 :30  o'clock.  Admission  is 
15c  to  non-meml)ers  and  free  to  mem- 
l)ers. 

Nominating  Committee  Elected 

The  following  constitutes  the  Nom- 
inating Committee,  whose  duty  will 
be  to  make  recommendations  for  of- 
ficers, members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  Governing  Board  to  be 
\oted  upon  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing: 

From  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

Isidor  Fine.  135  Eastern  Parkway. 
J.  L.  Holtzmann.  671  East  17th  St. 
Dr.  Moses  Spatt,  505  Eastern  Pky. 

From  the  Governing  Board: 

David  Goodstein.  1338  Carroll  St. 
Morris  D.  Wender,    1191  Carroll 
St. 

Albert  Witty.  240  Crown  St. 

From  the  Membership  at  Large: 

Morris  Brukenfeld,  1276  President 
Street. 

Joseph  Levine,  263  Eastern  Pky. 
Samuel  A.  Schneider,  1354  Union 
Street. 
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Sisterhood  to  Hold  Next 
Cultural  Meeting  Dec.  9th 

The  next  program  meeting  of  our 
Sisterhood  will  be  held  on  Monday 
afternoon,  Dec.  9th  at  1 :30  o'clock. 
Mrs.  I.  H.  Levinthal,  chairman  of  the 
Program  Committee,  announces  as 
the  main  feature  of  the  afternoon,  a 
review  of  an  important  recent  book 
to  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Maurice 
Finkelstein.  Mrs.  Finkelstein  appear- 
ed once  before  at  a  Sisterhood  meet- 
ing and  made  such  a  fine  impression 
with  her  book  review  that  she  was 
urged  by  many  who  heard  her  to  ap- 
pear again  at  our  meeting. 

Junior  Federation  to  Be  Our 
Guest  at  Services  Nov.  29th 

The  members  of  the  Junior  Fed- 
eration of  Brooklyn  Jewish  Charities 
have  arranged  to  visit  in  a  body  the 
services  of  the  various  synagogues  in 
our  community.  Next  Friday  evening, 
November  29th,  they  will  be  the 
guests  at  our  services  at  the  Cen- 
ter. A  special  section  of  seats  will  be 
reserved  for  them  and  we  assure  them 
a  hearty  welcome. 

Young  Folks  League  Social 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  November 
24th,  the  Young  Folks  League  will 
inaugurate  a  series  of  Sunday  after- 
noon Cocktail  Parties  from  2  p.m.  to 
6  p.m.  Admission  free  to  members 
and  one  guest. 

Candle-Lite  Girls'  Party 

On  Saturday  evening,  November 
23rd  at  6:30  o'clock,  the  Candle-Lite 
Girls  will  hold  a  Thanksgiving  Par- 
ty. All  members  of  this  group  are  in- 
vited. 

Congratulations 

We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  to  the  follow- 
ing: 

Mr.  Charles  Berkowitz  of  1580 
Carroll  Street  on  his  marriage  to 
Roslyn  Friedberg  on  November  21st. 

Mrs.  Simon  Gasner  of  925  Pros- 
pect Place  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
marriage  of  her  granddaughter  Edith 
A.  Hodes  to  Dr.  Myron  Michael  Ru- 
l)in  on  November  17th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Halpern  of 
789  St.  Marks  Avenue  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Louis  Zankel  of  1505  President 
Street  on  the  marriage  of  their  chil- 
dren Hazel  Halpern  to  Mr.  Harry 
Zankel  at  the  Center  on  November 
17th. 

Mr.  Nathan  Wolfe  of  1548  Carroll 
Street  who  was  married  to  Miss 
Besse  Tarvin  on  November  20th. 


FORUM  LECTURES 


EVERY  MONDAY  EVENING  AT  8:30 

DECEMBER  2nd 


Anita  Block 


DECEMBER  9th 

UPTON  CLOSE 

One  of  the  most  stimulating  lec- 
turers on  world  affairs.  Author, 
traveller  and  radio  comnientator. 
Former  professor  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Washington.  Noted  au- 
thority on  Far  Eastern  Pro- 
blems. 


ANITA  BLOCK 

Leading  authority  on  European- 
American  drama,  lecturer  and 
playreader. 

Subject:  "THE  AMERICAN 
THEATRE  TODAY" 


Rev.  John  Haynes  Holmes 


Upton  Close 


DECEMBER  16th 

REV. 

JOHN  HAYNES  HOLMES 

Distinguished  liberal  preacher 
and  minister  of  the  Community 
Church  of  New  York.  One  of 
the  best  speakers  on  the  lecture 
platform  in  this  country. 
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HAVE  YOU  PUT  IN  YOUR  RESERVATIONS 
FOR  THE  CENTER  EVENING  AT  THE 

Metropolitan  Opera  House 

ON  SUNDAY  NIGHT,  DEC.  15,  1940 

THE  GREATEST  SINGERS  IN  EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  - 
GREATEST  OPERAS 

Don't  Wait  Until  Only  Poor  Seats  Are  Left 


Junior  Club  Meetings 

The  following  clubs  hold  their  meet- 
ing on  Saturday  at  7:30  P.M.: 

Shonirim — Boys  up  to  16. 

Center  Girls — Girls  up  to  15. 

Maccabees — Boys  up  to  13J^. 

V'ivalets— Girls  up  to  13. 

The  Candle-lite  Girls  (up  to  11 
years)  at  7  o'clock. 

The  Photography  Club  meets  on 
Sundays  at  2:30  P.M. 

Boy  Scout  Troop  No.  125  niec's 
every  Monday  night  at  7 :30  P.  M. 
Registering  all  new  Scouts. 

The  Inta-League  (Girls  15  to  17; 
boys  16  to  18)  holds  its  meetings  on 
Wednesday  evenings  at  7  :30  o'clock. 

.\  clas^  in  Elocution  and  Dramatics 
meets  on  W  ednesday  afternoons  at  4 
o'clock. 

These  clubs  are  guided  by  expert 
leaders  and  are  open  for  membership 
to  children  of  Center  members  and  to 
students  attending  a  Center  school. 


Sisterhood  Board  Meeting  Monday 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Sisterhood  are  requested  to 
please  attend  a  meeting  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  November  25th  at  1 :30 
o'clock. 

Speedy  Recovery 

Best  wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery 
are  extended  to  Samuel  Koff,  who  is 
confined  at  the  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital. 


New  Books  in  Our  Library 

The  following  books  iiave  recently 
been  acquired  by  our  Center  library 
and  are  now  available  for  circulation : 

The  Great  Hatred — Maurice  Sam- 
uel. 

The  Golden  Bough — J.  G.  Frazer. 

Jewish  Future  and  Fate — Dr.  Ar- 
thur Raffin. 

Philo  and  Oral  Law— S.  Belkin. 

The  Jewish  Library— Leo  Jung. 

Tragedy  in  France  —  Andre  Mau- 
rois. 


BASKETBALL  GAME 
Sun.  Eve.,  Nov.  24  -  8:30  p-m. 
• 

Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 

vs. 

Jewish  Community 
House 


—  Admission  — 

50c  to  members;  75c  to  non- 
members;  50c  to  girls 

Y.F.L.  Invitation  Dance  follow!  game. 

Sun..  Dec.  8th— 

UNION  TEMPLE 

— 'i 


History  of  the  Jews— Paul  Good- 
man. 

Origin  of  Republican  Form  of  Gov- 
ernment—Oscar Straus. 

The  Kosher  Code. 

Far  Over  the  Sea— H.  N.  Bialik. 

Giants  on  the  Earth— B.  Pessin 

From  Many  l^nds— Louis  Adamic. 

For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls— Ernest 
Hemingway. 

Jewish  Child's  Garden  of  \'erses — 
-\.  Burstein. 

History  of  Mediaeval  Jewish  Phil- 
osophy— Isaac  Husik. 

Acknowledgment  of  Gifts 

We  are  grateful  to  the  following 
for  their  contributions : 

Library 

Aaron  Halper. 
Benj.  Z.  Levitt. 

David  Feiner  in  memory  of  David 
Shapiro. 

Prayer  Books 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Goldberg  in  hon- 
or of  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son, 
Robert,  on  September  28th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Sussman  in  lov- 
ing memory  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emanuel  Cohen  in 
honor  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their 
son.  Morris,  on  November  9th. 
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The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Fischbach,  Bernhard 
^33      Fur  mg.  Married 
Kes.  9423  Avenue  A 
Bus.  145  W.  30tli  St. 
Proposed  by  Dr.  Chas.  Windwer 

Fortunoff,  Daniel  G. 
Student  Unmarried 
Res.  Granada  Hotel 
Proposed  by  Jacob  A.  Fortunoff 
and  Maurice  Bernhardt 


Goldfarb,  Philip 

Novelties    Married  • 

Res.  45  Linden  Blvd. 

Bus.  20  W.  23rd  St. 

Proposed  by  Benjamin  J.  Kline 


Katz,  Benjamin 
Hosiery  Married 
j^-lZ    Res.  1399  Carroll  St. 
^  Bus.  328  Grand  St. 

Proposed  by  B.  Gabel 

Levy,  Joseph,  Jr. 
-  ^      Architect  Married 
S'  "  -    Res.  250  Crown  St. 

Bus.  153  Pierrepont  St. 
Proposed  by  Charles  Perman 
and  Isador  Lowenfeld 

Mormar,  Sidney 

Attorney  Unmarried 
^  2  /^Res.  469  Crown  St. 
Bus.  16  Court  St. 
Proposed  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Bernstein 

Muray,  George  M. 
Watches  Unmarried 
Res.  995  Eastern  Parkway 
'       Bus.  Woodside,  L.  L 

Proposed  by  Jacob  S.  Doner 


"TOWN  MEETING  OF 
THE  AIR" 

Every  Thursday  Eve.  at  9:00 

Next  Meeting:  November  28th 
Subject: 

"WHAT  KIND  OF  WORLD 
ORDER  DO  WE  WANT?" 

Speakers: 
H.  G.  WELLS 
DR.  HU  SHIH 


The  meetings  are  held  in  the  Ladies 
Social  Room  on  the  second  floor.  Dis- 
cussion   precedes    and    follows    each  ^ 
broadcast.  i 


Saltzman,  Arnold  A. 

Manufacturer    Unmarried  ^ 
Res.  55  Parade  Place 
Bus.  1410  Broadway 
Proposed  I'y  Alvin  E.  Moscowitz 

.Scliwartz,  Harry 
Govt.  Unmarried 
Res.  465  Georgia  Ave. 
Bus.  134  Lafayette  St. 

Spector,  Samuel  D. 

U.  S.  Attorney  Married 
Res.  901  Washington  Ave. 
Bus.  201  Varick  St. 
Proposed  by  William  L.  Kuhn 
and  Samuel  R.  Tedoff 


Weinstock,  Dr.  Irving 

Physician    Unmarried  ^-^ 
Res.  899  St.  Marks  Ave. 
Bus. — Same 

Proposed  by  Murray  Karron 


^  / 


NEXT  MONTHLY 
MEMBERSHIP  SOCIAL 


Tuesday  Evening/  Dec.  4th 

at  8:30  o'clock 

Following  a  brief  business  meeting 
there  will  be  a  program  of 
entertainment 


Refreshments  will  be  Served 

Please  Reserve  the  Date 


The  following  has  applied  for  re- 
instatement in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center: 

Wolfe,  Nathan  T. 
Insurance  Married 
Res.  1025  St.  Johns  Place.      Q  V3 
Bus.  212  Fifth  Ave.  ^ 
Proposed  by  Joseph  Goldstein 
and  Charles  Goody 

Emanuel  Greenberg 
Chairman  Membership  Committee 


J 


Sabbath  Services 

Kindling  of  candles  at  4:17  o'clock. 

Friday  evening  services  at  4 :20. 

Sabbath  services,  Parsha  Haye  Sa- 
rah, will  commence  at  8:45  A.M. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  on  the 
portion  of  the  law. 

Class  in  Ein  Yaakov,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hirsh,  at 
3:30  P.M. 

Mincha  ser\Mces  at  4:30  P.M. 

Daily  Services 
Morning  services  at  7  and  8. 
Minclia  services  at  4:20  P.M. 


Notice  of  Unveiling 

Unveiling  of  the  monument  in  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Mrs.  Max  Fabrikant 
will  be  held  on  Sunday,  November 
24th,  at  1  p.m.  on  the  Mt.  Hebron 
Cemetery,  Block  47. 

Junior  League  Meeting  Thursday 

On  Thursday  evening,  November 
28tli,  at  8:30  o'clock,  the  Junior 
League  will  hold  a  regular  meeting. 
TIic  meeting  will  feature  a  liistorical 
(|uiz.  Dancing  will  follow. 

Sisterhood  Choral  Group 

The  Sisterhood  Choral  Group  has 
resumed  its  activities  for  the  season. 
Center  members  who  are  interested 
in  joining  this  group  are  requested  to 
please  leave  their  names  at  the  infor- 
mation desk.  The  group  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Moshe  Nathanson 
and  meets  every  Tuesday  at  12:45 
p.m. 


AFTERNOON  SOCIAL 

tendered  by  the 

INTA-LEAGUE 

Sunday  Afternoon,  Nov.  24th 

from  2:30  to  5:30  o'clock 


Music  by 
JOHN  SILVER 

and  His  Rhythm  Pirates 


Admission  —  25c 
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THEY  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE  MACHINE  AGE 

Continued  from  page  10 


lured  electric  meters. 

The  public  was  to  remain  unaware 
of  wireless,  however,  until  1901, 
when,  on  December  12th,  the  Italian 
inventor,  Marconi,  seated  at  a  table 
in  tlie  arniy  barracks  on  Signal  Hill, 
Newfoundland,  toyed  with  a  strange 
instrument  and  tapped  out  the  letter 
S  three  dots  in  the  Morse  code.  The 
electric  impulse  sped  through  a  wire 
which  led  to  a  large  kite  flying  in  a 
strong  wind,  400  feet  above  the  bar- 
racks. .And  what  Hermann  Aron  had 
accomjilished  twenty-one  years  before 
across  the  Wannsee  River  Marconi 
now  duplicated  over  the  wide  expanse 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean..  The  oscillations 
made  by  tapping  out  the  letter  S 
sprang  from  the  kite,  passed  2,000 
miles    through    the  atmosphere,  and, 


SHARE 

SHARE  THE  JOY  YOU  HAVE  HAD  IN 
THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER 
WITH  OTHERS 


FEW  OTHER  COMMUNAL  ORGANI- 
ZATIONS IN  THE  COUNTRY  HAVE 
THE  ADVANTAGES  THE  CENTER 
HAS.  DESCRIBE  THEM  TO  YOUR 
FRIENDS,  TO  YOUR  ACQUAINT- 
ANCES, AND  INFLUENCE  THEM  TO 
BECOME  MEMBERS. 


accompanied  by  crashing  electric 
sparks,  was  guided  with  man's  magic 
down  the  aerial  of  the  wireless  station 
erected  at  Poldhu,  Cornwall,  and  re- 
ceived by  an  agitated  English  op- 
erator. 

The  Jewish  director  of  the  renown- 
ed Zeiss  works  in  Jena,  Siegfried 
Czapski,  devised  important  optical  in- 
struments. Hans  Adolf  Boas  perfect- 
ed technical  inventions  on  the  X-ray, 
in  photograi:)hy,  and  the  electro-mag- 
net. Anatol  Marco  Josepho,  a  Rus- 
sian ])hotographer,  invented  the  Pho- 
tomaton,  which  automatically  photo- 
graphs a  person  and  develops  the  ne- 
gative at  one  sitting.  This  invention, 
upon  which  Josepho  began  working 
mneteen  years  ago  when  he  was  in 
the  Orient,  was  sold  for  one  milli(Mi 
dollars.  It  is  now  a  familiar  object 
at  entertainment  places. 

The  inventions  of  Isadore  Kitsee 
include  a  refrigerator  car,  a  phono- 
graph disc,  a  new  type  of  coalbreaker, 
and  an  underground  system  of  tele- 
graphy. And  Louis  Steinberger,  who 
lias  discovered  an  insulating  material 
for  iiigh  voltage  current,  is  known  as 
tiie  "Jewish  Edison"  because  of  his 
numerous  inventions. 

Then  there  is  Abraham  Jacob  Stern, 
whii  many,  many  years  ago  used  to 
study  the  Talmud  before  his  cot- 
tage in  tlie  tinv,  sleepy  village  of 
Hrubiesz(  Av,  I'oland.  One  morninp 
-sounds  of  galloping  disturl)ed  him. 
He  glanced  up  and  saw  a  runaway 
horse  in  the  village  roadway.  Hastily 
interrupting  his  study  of  the  Torah, 
-Stern  .snatched  some  children  playing 
on  the  road  from  the  horse's  gallop- 
ing hoofs.  Later  he  invented  a  "tongue 
and  brake"  which  prevented  horses 
Irom  running  away. 

Abraham  Jacob  Stern  of  Hrubies- 
zow  also  invented  a  new  form  of 
sickle  and  thrashing  machine  which 
improved  the  harvesting  of  crops,  a 
machine  for  calculating  the  square 
root  of  mnnbers,  and  a  topographical 
wagon  which  engineers  found  very 
useful  in  surveying  level  land  sur- 
faces. Yet  this  man  remained  the  vil- 
lage orthodox  Talmudist.  He  wore  a 
skull  cap  even  before  his  eminent 
gentile  friends  who  had  elected  him  a 
member  of  the  Warsaw  Society  of 
Science.  He  never  shaved.  When  he 
was  a  guest  in  the  castle  of  Adam 
Czartoriski,  he  brought  along  a  cook 
to  prepare  a  kosher  meal  for  him. 


An  ingenius  Jewish  mechanic,  Sieg- 
fried Marcus,  is  credited  with  invent- 
ing the  first  automobile.  Starting  his 
career  by  making  dental  instruments 
and  the  apparatus  for  a  magician. 
Marcus  worked  as  a  mechanic  for 
Siemens  and  Halske  in  Berlin  until 
1852,  when,  financially  independent, 
he  moved  to  Vienna. 

Siegfried  built  the  first  horseless 
carriage  in  1864.  Later  he  amazed  the 
neighbors  and  frightened  the  groom- 
ed horses  of  Austrian  noblemen  by 
steering  the  first  benzine-driven  ma- 
chine through  the  streets  of  Vienna. 
In  1883,  years  before  Charles  Duryea 
was  to  begin  work  on  the  automobile, 
Siegfried  Marcus  was  constructing  a 
two-cylinder  motor  car. 


SPEND  NEW  YEAR'S 
EVE  AT  THE  CENTER 

DINNER  de  LUXE 

DANCE  ORCHESTRA 

NOISE-MAKERS 

Make  Your  Reservations  Now! 


Y.F.L.  AFTERNOON 
COCKTAIL  PARTY 

Sunday,  Novembr  24th 

2  fo  6  p.  M. 
In  Ladies  Social  Room 


European  Plan 
Private  Beach 

"Catering   to  a 
Distinguished 
Clientele" 

A.  Halpeiin 
Pie.s. 
A.  Hyatt 
MKf. 


\         Directly  on   the  Beach 

A  new  and  modernistic  Hotel  or 
Ocean  Promenade  in  Heart  of 
the  Faihionable  North  Beach 
Section.  Luxuriously  appointed. 
Dining  Room  &  Cocktail  Lounge. 
\  Attractive  Early  Season  Rates 
to  December  1st 
DOUBLE  from  $4  DAILY 


ON  THE  OCEAN  AT  24th  STREET 
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COMMUNIST  PROPAGANDA  FOR  JEWS 


Soviet-German  pact,  which  they  had 
acclaimed  as  a  bulwark  of  peace,  was 
actually  the  spark  that  set  off  the 
European  conflagration  and  was  thus 
the  direct  cause  of  the  extermination 
of  hundreds  of  Jewish  communities 
throughout  Europe. 

Following  the  partition  of  Poland 
as  well  as  the  acquisition  of  Baltic 
and  Rumanian  territories,  there  was 
no  limit  to  Commimist  rejoicing. 
Their  propaganda  "shock  troops"  be- 
gan to  work  feverishly.  A  flood  of 
letters  from  individuals  and  press  cor- 
respondents from  the  "liberated"  ter- 
ritories, appeared  daily  in  the  New- 
Communist  press.  Their  spokesmen 
addressed  meetings  and  gatherings  on 
the  significance  of  this  "Jewish  liber- 
ation {Freihcit,  July  5,  25,  1940). 
The  appeal  was  especially  directed  to 
the  landsmanshajtcn  of  those  terri- 
tories in  this  country.  A  "people's 
conference"  was  convened  under  the 
auspices  of  Icor  in  New  York  on 
April  28,  1940,  to  which  all  landsman- 
shaften  were  invited.  Subsequently, 
Icor  issued  another  call  to  the  Ia>id- 
slcit  of  the  Jews  of  the  "liberated 
countries,"  urging  them  "to  join  the 
Icor  and  become  a  part  of  our  fam- 
ily," and  thus  "help  spread  the  truth 
about  the  Soviet  Union"  {Frciheit, 
July  25,  1940). 

The  greatest  boast  of  the  Commun- 
ists for  many  years  has  been  Biro- 
Bidjan,  a  far  eastern  province  of  the 
Soviet  Union  which  was  proclaimed  a 
Jewish  autonomous  region  by  the 
Soviet  Government  in  1934.  Accord- 
ing to  the  late  M.  J.  Olgin,  the  main 
reconstruction  work  for  Jews  in  the 
territories  recently  occupied  by  Soviet 
Russia  will  also  be  effected  in  Biro- 
Bidjan.  "Under  these  conditions,"  he 
wrote,  "the  Jewish  autonomous  re- 
gion, Biro-Bidjan,  with  its  vast  po- 
tentialities, acquires  greater  signifi- 
cance. It  is  there  where  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  new  Jews  can  go  in  the 
very  near  future  to  start  a  new  life 
in  their  own  country"  from  the  Frei- 
hcit pamphlet,  M.  /.  Olgin,  Dec. 
1939). 

Biro-Bidjan  has  thus  far  served 
neither  to  alleviate  the  plight  of  the 
Jewish  people  in  oppressed  Euro- 
pean countries,  nor  even  to  play  any 
significrint  role  in  the  improvement 
of  conditions  of  the  Jews  in  the  So- 
viet Union.  From  the  scanty  informa- 
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tion  available  from  Soviet  sources,  it 
is  learned  that  after  twelve  years  of 
intensive  colonization  efforts  there  are 
now  barely  25,000  Jews  in  that  re- 
gion, who  comprise  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  its  population.  The  Jews  of 
Soviet  Russia  did  not  care  or  had  no 
real  urge  to  go  there.  Furthermore, 
in  spite  of  promises  made  by  the  So- 
viet Government  \x\  1936  to  trans- 
fer 1 .000  Polish  Jewish  families  to 
Biro-Bidjan,  no  Jews  from  abroad 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  there. 
While  the  Communists  claim  that 
the  undertaking  has  cost  the  Jewisii 
people  "nothing,"  "not  a  cent,"  Icor 
carries  on  a  continuous  campaign 
among  American  Jews,  having  col- 
lected tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
for  Biro-Bidjan.  The  Communists  in 
America,  however,  have  known  how 
to  utilize  their  "gigantic  project,"  as 
an  educational  jand  practical  propa- 
ganda method. 

*       >k  * 

In  spite  of  strenuous  Communist 
efforts  to  gain  adherents  among  Jews, 
they  have  exerted  only  a  negligible 
influence  upon  Jewish  community 
life.  They  did  meet  with  relatively 
greater  success  during  their  anti- 
Nazi  period,  but,  since  the  sigi;ing 
of  the  German-Soviet  pact,  their  in- 
fluence has  rapidly  declined.  Jewish 
party  leaders  and  rank-and-filers  left 
the  Party  and  its  subsidiary  organi- 
zations en  bloc.  Even  such  a  veteran 
of  the  Communist  Party  as  M.  Ep- 
stein, editor  of  the  Frciheit,  resigned. 
Ephraim  Schwartzman  resigned  as 
national  secretary  of  the  Jewish  Peo- 
ple's Committee.  Yikuf  also  lost  its 
most  prominent  members,  lincluding 
such  writers  as  I.  Opotashu,  P.  Hersh- 
bein.  Dr.  A.  IVfukdony,  B.  Z.  Gold- 
berg and  H.  Leivik.  Such  leading 
Jewish  organizations  as  Junior  Had- 
assah  and  Young  Judea  severed  their 
affiliation  with  the  American  Youth 
Congress.  The  names  of  important 
Jewish  organizations  are  absent  from 
the  Emergency  Peace  Mobilization, 
and  only  a  few  new  "innocents,"  a 
testimony  to  their  naivete  and  to 
strenuous  Communist  efforts,  have 
appeared  at  its  sessions.  Symptomatic 
of  a  sharp  decline  in  .  the  circulation 
of  the  Communist  Freihcit  is  the  fact 
that  it  has  recently  been  compelled 
to  raise  its  price  from  three  to  four 
cents  and  at  the  same  time,  carry  on 


a  vigorous  campaign  for  contributions 
and  new  subscribers.  In  the  issue  of 
June  17,  1940,  there  was  an  urgent 
appeal  to  the  "Freihcit  Stakhanov- 
ists"  to  go  out  with  "Olgin  Boxes" 
in  an  emergency  relief  campaign  for 
their  paper.  Jezvish  Life  did  not  sur- 
vive its  first  year,  and  Der  Hammer, 
Yiddish  Communist  monthly,  also  ex- 
pired with  the  October  1939  issue. 

Despite  the  vociferousness  of  Com- 
munist propaganda,  designed  to  give 
the  impression  of  numerical  strength 
and  effectiveness,  their  means  of  dis- 
seminating propaganda  among  Jews 
are  weak,  and  their  reading  public  is 
small.  There  are  no  pro-Communist 
publications  in  the  Jewish  field  out- 
side of  the  Party  organs  and  its  affil- 
iated or  "innocent"  groups. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  summar- 
ize Jewish  objections  to  Communism, 
but  the  very  activities  of  all  Jewish 
organizations  are  anti-Communist  in 
their  nature.  A  most  relentless  fight 
against  Communists  is  being  waged 
with  telling  effect  in  labor,  religious 
and  Zionist  circles.  Most  American 
Jews,  like  most  Americans,  regard 
them  as  a  nuisance  rather  than  a 
menace.  Only  in  New  York  do  they 
constitute  a  problem.  On  the  other 
hand,  one  should  not  overlook  the  fact 
that  the  small  group  of  Communist 
diehards  who  carry  on  tenaciously  in 
spite  of  their  setbacks  in  the  Jewish 
field  are  bound  to  get  publicity,  if  not 
results. 


To  those  who  have 
not  selected  a 
Final  Resting  Place 


The  Brooklyn  lewish  Center  oiiers 
to  its  members  and  their  friends  the 
private  plots  it  has  purchased  on  the 
old  Monteiiore  Cemetery  at  Springfield, 
Long  Island,  at  prices  below  the  mar- 
ket value  and  upon  convenient  terms 
of  payment. 

Do  not  postpone  action  on  this  Im- 
portant matter  in  your  life.  Write  TO- 
DAY for  additional  information.  With- 
out any  obligation,  we  shall  forward 
on  illustrated  booklet  giving  full  de- 
tails regarding  prices  and  terms  of 
payment. 
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JUDAH  HALEVI— ON  THE  800t 

Jewish  thinkers  glorified  Greek  phil- 
osophy and  were  anxious  to  come  to 
terms  with  it — often  at  the  expense 
of  Judaism — Judah  Halevi  struck  out 
boldly  for  tiie  autonomj',  nay,  the  su- 
premacy, of  the  Jewish  religion. 
\Vhile  Jewish,  Christian  and  Moham- 
medan theologians  servilely  paid  hom- 
age to  Aristotle  and  recognized  no 
frontiers  to  the  kingdom  of  reason, 
Judah  Hale%'i  alone  had  the  courage 
to  set  a  limit  to  human  thought  and 
proclaimed.  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go 
and  no  further."  He  did  something 
that  was  e\  en  more  revolutionary.  He 
crystallized  h  i  s  attitude  to  Greek 
philosophy  by  saying  that  it  was  like 
a  tree  that  ])roduced  beautiful  blos- 
soms but  no  fruit.  It  was  indeed  a 
revolution  pure  and  simple,  all  the 
more  unique  and  striking  since  it  came 
from  a  man  of  a  despised  and  taunt- 
ed race. 

Judaism,  Judah  Halevi  puts  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Jewish  teacher,  is 
a  historical  religion.  Its  evidence  does 
not  dei)end  upon  the  proof  of  reason. 
The  knowledge  of  God  cannot  be  de- 
duced from  the  speculative  sciences, 
but  springs  from  the  very  soul  and 
genius  of  the  Jewish  people,  which 
alone  is  capable  of  comprehending 
Him.  To  the  Jew,  he  says,  the  need 
of  God  is  not  a  necessity  of  the  mind, 
hut  the  need  of  the  soul.  Science  can 
be  no  sui)stitute  for  religion,  for  their 
domains  are  different.  One  is  of  the 
head,  the  other  of  the  heart ;  one  is 
outward,  the  other  is  inward. 

Perhaps  never  has  there  been  a 
greater  lover  of  his  people  than  Ju- 
dah Halevi.  He  loved  Israel  with  a 
great  and  overwhelming  love,  forget- 
ting their  weaknesses,  forgiving  their 
sins,  overlooking  their  backslidings. 
He  would  see  no  iniquity  in  Israel,  no 
fault  or  l)lemish  in  his  people.  Their 
very  transgressions  were  evidence  of 
their  greatness.  When  the  king  con- 
fronts 'the  Jewish  teacher  with  the 
making  of  the  golden  calf,  the  latter 
!■>  (|uick  to  reply  that  human  life  is  to 
lie  judged  not  by  its  lowest,  but  by 
its  highest  instinct.  "Some  excuse 
may  be  found  for  them  in  the  dis- 
sension that  broke  out  among  them, 
and  in  the  fact  that,  out  of  six  hun- 
dred thou.sand  souls,  the  nuiuber  of 
iliDsc  who  worshipped  the  calf  was 
below  three  thousand."  "If  there  were 
no  Israelites,"  he  says,  "there  would 
be  no  Torah."  And  again,  "They  (the 
Israelites)  did  not  derive  their  high 
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])osition  from  Moses,  but  Moses  re- 
ceived his  for  their  sake." 

The  suffering  of  his  people  op- 
presses the  heart  of  the  poet-philo- 
sopher, but  he  does  not  despair.  It  is 
better  to  be  sick  and  suffering  than  be 
like  clay  and  wooden  images  in  which 
there  is  no  life.  All  of  the  world's 
redeemers  had  been  suffering  Mes- 
siahs. "The  nations  boast  of  these, 
but  not  of  the  kings  whose  power  and 
might  are  great,  whose  walls  are 
strong,  and  whose  chariots  are  ter- 
rible." Israel,  though  sick  and  suffer- 
ing, is  not  dead,  but  is  waiting  for  a 
miracle  to  revive  it  and  bring  it  a 
cure.  Then  follows  his  famous  utter- 
ance which  has  become  a  classic,  "Is- 
rael among  the  nations  is  like  the 
heart  amidst  the  organs  of  the  body ; 
it  is  at  one  and  the  same  time  the 
most  vulnerable  and  the  most  healthy 
of  them. 

Second  to  his  love  of  Israel  is  his 
love  of  the  Land  of  Israel,  a  love 
without  measure  or  end.  With  what 
endearing  terms  he  surrounds  that 
Io\c !  Xo  imagery  is  too  bold,  no  me- 
taphor too  striking  to  apply  to  the 
land  where  the  cradle  of  his  ances- 
tors stood.  He  gathers  all  the  choice 
quotations  of  the  Bible,  Talmud  and 
^Iidrasll,  and  hangs  them  about  the 
neck  of  his  beloved  like  a  string  of 
])carls.  All  souls  are  gathered  there 
to  be  lifted  to  heaven.  All  the  pro- 
phets prophesy  in  or  about  Palestine. 
The  Persians,  Indians  and  Greeks  lay 
liieir  treasures  as  willing  tribute  at 
her  feet.  All  roads  lead  to  Palestine, 
but  none  from  it.  And  when  the  king 
taunts  the  Rabbi  with  Israel's  unwill- 
ingness to  return  to  the  Holy  Land, 
the  Rabbi  admits  the  truth  of  the  ac- 
cusation, an  admission  that  sounds  so 
familiar.  "Divine  Providence  was 
ready  to  restore  everything  as  it  had 
been  at  first,  if  they  had  all  willing- 
ly consented  to  return.  But  only  a 
l)art  was  ready  to  do  so,  whilst  the 
majority  and  the  aristocracy  remained 
in  Babylon,  preferring  dependence 
and  slavery,  and  unwilling  to  leave 
their  houses  and  their  affairs." 

A  devout  and  burning  faith  flows 
tlirough  the  pages  of  the  book,  and 
the  author  is  never  .so  poetic  as  when 
his  thoughts  dwell  on  prayer.  Prayer, 
he  says,  is  to  the  soul  what  nourish- 
ment is  to  the  body;  it  revives  and 
quickens  it.  The  further  the  soul  is 
removed  from  prayer,  the  more  it  is 
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darkened  by  contact  with  the  material 
things  of  life.  The  blessing  derived 
from  one  prayer  lasts  till  the  time  of 
the  next  prayer,  just  as  the  strength 
derived  from  one  meal  lasts  till  the 
next.  But  in  order  that  prayer  might 
achieve  this  jiurpose  it  must  be  com- 
munal, not  jirivate.  There  is  a  mys- 
terious power  in  prayers  when  they 
are  blended  with  those  of  the  com- 
munity. "A  person  who  prays  but 
for  himself  is  like  one  who  retires 
alone  into  his  house,  refusing  to  as- 
sist his  neighbors  in  the  repair  of 
their  walls." 

Judah  Halevi 's  social  philosophy  is 
of  the  loftiest  kind,  a  philosophy  that 
finds  its  fulfillinent  in  the  life  about 
us.  "The  relation  of  the  individual  is 
as  the  relation  of  a  single  limb  to  the 
body.  Should  the  arm,  in  case  bleed- 
ing is  required,  refuse  its  blood,  the 
whole  body,  the  arm  included,  would 
suffer.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  individual 
to  bear  hardships,  or  even  death,  for 
the  sake  of  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
monwealth." 

It  is  on  this  score  that  he  indicts 
asceticism,  the  fleeing  from  the  world, 
the  cowardly  secluding  oneself  from 
the  fellowship  of  the  life  about  him. 
"The  divine  law,"  he  says,  "imposes 
no  asceticism  on  us.  It  rather  desires 
that  we  should  keep  the  equipoise, 
and  grant  every  mental  and  physical 
faculty  its  due,  as  much  as  it  can  bear, 
without  overburdening  one  faculty  at 
the  expense  of  another  .  .  .  Prolong- 
ed fasting  is  no  act  of  piety  for  a 
weak  person  .  .  .  For  him  fasting  is  a 
hardship  and  a  self-denial.  Neither  is 
diminution  of  wealth  and  act  of  piety, 
if  it  (the  wealth)  is  gained  in  a  law- 
ful way  and  its  acquisition  does  not 
interfere  with  study  and  good  works." 

Judah  Halevi's  assault  upon  the 
Karaite  position  is  sharp  and  inci- 
sive. The  Bible,  he  says,  would  have 
been  like  a  treasure  without  a  key 
were  it  not  for  the  teachers  and  sages 
of  the  Talmud  who  unlocked  it  and 
enabled  us  to  enjoy  its  splendor.  Lit- 
eral scripturalism  without  the  inform- 
ing authority  of  the  Rabbis  would 
lead  us  to  endless  errors.  Moreover, 
strange  elements  and  the  admixture 
of  foreign  ideas  would  have  weaken- 
ed the  divine  legislation  were  it  not 
for  the  fence  that  was  erected  around 
the  Law. 

Such  are  but  a  few  of  the  thoughts 

which  the  author  of  the  "Kuzari"  ex- 
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pressed,  and  which  make  his  book 
one  of  the  lasting  achievements  of  the 
Golden  Age  of  Jewish  genius  in 
which  it  was  written.  Certainly  the 
position  of  Judaism  and  the  character 
and  personality  of  the  people  that  pro- 
fess it  were  never  more  lovingly  and 
eloquently  presented.  Thought  and 
feeling,  poetry  and  conviction,  united 
in  the  creation  of  this  work.  It  was 
left  for  future  ages  to  attest  to  its 
true  nobility.  For,  while  many  other 
books  have  been  forgotten,  or  are  re- 
membered only  as  literary  curiosities, 
the  Kucari  still  continues  to  warm 
and  inspire  thousands  of  grateful 
hearts. 

THE  GROWTH  OF  SYNA- 
GOGUES IN  BROOKLYN 

Continued  from  page  11 
Avenue,  6,  Sutter  Avenue.  6,  Twen- 
tieth Avenue.  5.  Watkins  Street.  7, 
etc.  These  synagogues  extend  from 
1320  Sutter  Avenue,  which  is  near 
the  boundary  line  between  Brooklyn 
and  Queens,  into  Sea  Gate,  which  is 
located  at  the  extreme  southwestern 
part  of  Brooklyn. 

In  1918  the  Kehillah  of  New  York 
City  published  a  communal  register 
which  listed  177  synagogues  for 
Brooklyn.  Since  then  approximately 
75  of  those  institutions  have  disband- 
ed because  of  the  shifting  of  the  po- 
pulation and  other  causes.  About  102 
of  these  synagogues  of  1818  are  still 
functioning.  258  new  synagogues  have 
developed  in  the  meantime. 

Many  of  our  places  of  worship  are 
large,  attractive  buildings.  They  re- 
present an  initial  expenditure  of  many 
millions  of  dollars  and  an  annual  ex- 
penditure of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars.  If  we  estimate  the  average 
seating  capacity  at  500,  the  syna- 
gogues iiave  total  accommodations  for 
about  180.000.  This  number  seems 
sufficient  for  the  ordinary  needs  of 
the  community,  since  some  synagogues 
attract  only  a  handful  of  worshippers 
on  Saturdays. 

— Samuel  P.  Abelovv 

THE  DAHABIEH'S  STILL 
AFLOAT 

Continued  from  page  9 
transaction  took  place,  many  an  im- 
portant decision  made.  Now,  of  a 
Sunday  morning,  you  will  see  the  lithe 
and  graceful  navigators  of  the  Club 
Maritime  Aliyah  taking  a  dip  in  the 
deep,  or  rigging  up  the  sail  of  the 
S.  S.  Kineref,  with  probably  never  a 
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Coutiiiued  from  page  14 
thought  as  to  the  amazing  significance 
of  their  very  presence  on  this  spot, 
tiie  overseas  relief  and  reconstruction 
activities    of    the    American  Jewish 
Joint  Distribution  Committee.  The 
])rospective  income  from   the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  appears  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  to  meet  this  urgent  need. 
The  committee  has   urged  redoubled 
support  I)y  American  communities  to 
help  raise  the  required  funds. 
•     •  • 

A  Seminar  for  Youth  Leaders  which 
will  consider  the  fundamentals  of 
Zionist  ideology  and  the  achievements 
of  Modern  Palestine  is  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Department  of  Youth 
and  Education  of  the  Zionist  Organ- 
ization of  .America,  at  its  office  in  this 
city.  Intended  for  a  select  group  of 
national  leaders  of  Avukah,  Junior 
Hadassah,  Masada,  and  Young  Ju- 
daea, the  Seminar  will  endeavor  to 
interpret  Zionism  to  American  Jewish 
Youth  and  to  indicate  the  relation 
lietween  Zionist  ideals  and  the  Amer- 
ican struggle  for  freedom  and  demo- 
cracy. Outstanding  Jewish  scholars, 
educators,  and  rabbis  will  participate 
in  the  Seminar. 

•      •  • 

Under  Nazi  pressure,  the  Ruman- 
ian government  has  been  taking  stea- 
dily repressive  measures  against  the 
Jews.  Many  prominent  Jews,  includ- 
ing members  of  municipal  councils, 
industrialists   a  n  d    journalists,  have 


EASTERN  PARKWAY  ZIONIST 
DISTRICT  ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  following  officers  and  com- 
mittee members  were  chosen  for  the 
following  year:  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Lev- 
inthal,  Honorary  President;  William 
I.  Siegel,  Honorary  Vice-President; 
David  Tannenbaum,  Pres.;  Dr.  J.  N. 
Cohen,  Joseph  Goldberg,  Frank 
Schaef?er,  and  Morris  Weinberg, 
\'ice-Presidents ;  Lester  Lyons,  Secre- 
tary ;  Jacob  A.  Fortunoff,  Treasurer ; 
Maurice  Bernhardt,  Chairman  of 
Executive  Commitee. 

Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees : 
David  Spiegel,  Membership ;  Samuel 
A.  Doctorow  and  Abraham  H.  Zirn, 
Jewish  National  Fund;  Rabbi  Mor- 
decai  Lewittes,  Cultural  Activities ; 
A.  David  Benjamin  and  Morris  Kra- 
mer, Publicity ;  Saul  S.  Abelov  and 
Margaret  M.  Levy,  Social  Activities; 
Morris  Miller,  United  Palestine  Ap- 
peal ;  Harry  A.  Harrison  and  Chas. 
Rubenstein,  Youth  Activities. 
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been  arrested  by  the  Iron  Guard  on 
charges  of  l)eing  pro-British  and  anti- 
Nazi.  The  Iron  Guard  adherents 
openly  avow  an  intention  to  revenge 
themselves  on  the  Jews  for  the  dealli 
of  their  leader  Codreanu.  Jews  who 
entered  Rumania  "illegally"  in  the  last 
five  years  must  leave  within  two 
months  or  be  interned  in  concentra- 
tion camps.  Jewish  doctors  are  for- 
bidden to  treat  any  other  than  Jew- 
ish patients. 

•      •  • 

The  Jewish  Communal  Board  in 
Berlin  did  not  arrange  the  usual  ser- 
vices for  the  Jews  during  the  past 
High  Holy  days  in  temporary  places 
of  worshi]).  The  Board  feared  that  tlie 
Nazis  would  attack  the  Jews  gather- 
ed in  these  places  and  would  also 
spread  libels  against  them  in  connec- 
tion with  R.A.F.  raids. 

•    •  • 

Of  the  176,000  Jews  in  Vienna 
when  the  Reich  absorbed  Austria, 
only  58,000  remained  in  Se])tembcr, 
1939.  Since  that  time  5,000  Jews  were 
able  to  escape  to  other  countries,  and 
8,000  died,  mainly  through  starva- 
tion, disease,  and  ill-treatment  by  the 
Nazis.  The  remaining  45,000  are 
forced  to  live  in  congested  homes  un- 


der unsanitary  conditions.  The  local 
Rothschild  Jewish  Hospital,  which 
deals  daily  with  numerous  cases  of 
nervous  diseases  and  insomnia  among 
the  Jews,  is  reported  to  lie  confiscat- 
ed shortly  i)y  the  Nazi  administra- 
tion. 

•  •  • 

(_)ne  hundred  and  fifty  Jews  are  too 
much  for  Mussolini's  tase  of  mind. 
.Although  no  more  than  this  small 
number  of  Jews  remained  in  Albania 
after  that  country  was  occupied  by 
Italy,  the  Duce  has  ordered  them  ex- 
iled from  that  land. 

•      •  • 

The  ridiculous  lengtlis  to  which 
British  Fascists  go  in  order  to  arouse 
prejudice  against  the  Jews  are  illus- 
trated by  their  latest  slogan  that  "the 
bombs  follow  the  Jews."  Their  ver- 
sion is  that  the  Jews  are  a  kind  of 
Jonah,  who  are  singled  out  by  the 
Xazis  for  destruction,  and  therefore 
bring  destruction  on  those  who  shel- 
ter them.  Propaganda  of  this  sort 
has  appeared  in  a  number  of  towns, 
indicating  that  it  emanates  from  a 
central  source. 

•  •  • 

The  Jewish.  National  Workers'  Al- 
liance   has    established    the  "Louis 


Lamed  Literary  Foundation"  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  literary  works 
in  Yiddish  and  Hebrew.  .Annual 
awards  are  to  be  given  for  the  best 
productions  in  each  tongue.  The 
Foundation  will  publish  in  both  lan- 
guages a  year  book  reviewing  the  lit- 
erary events  of  the  year  and  will  as- 
sist in  bringing  out  in  both  languages 
a  popular  history  of  Yiddish  litera- 
ture. 

•     •  • 

Eight  ways  to  combat  anti-Semit- 
ism are  discussed  by  Rabbi  Philip  S 
Bernstein,  of  Rochester,  in  the  Na- 
tioual  Jcwisli  Monthly  for  July-Aug- 
ust. These  are :  maintain  a  dignified 
silence  ;  answer  the  lies  with  the  truth  ; 
attack  the  sources  of  lies,  instead  of 
the  lies  themselves ;  stimulate  and  par- 
ticipate in  non-sectarian  programs 
against  un-American  anti-Semitism ; 
work  for  suppression  of  Jew-baiters ; 
seek  to  eliminate  the  historic  causes 
of  anti-Semitism ;  strive  for  a  just 
and  abundant  social  order  since  the 
Jew  suffers  worst  during  periods  of 
economic  depression ;  and  self -im- 
provement. Rabbi  Bernstein  believes 
that  no  single  method  can  be  com- 
pletely effective  but  that  each  can  be 
used  profitably  at  different  times. 
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Not  one  bereaved  family  has  ever  been  denied  the  advantage 
of  a  Riverside  funeral  because  they  could  not  afford  the  cost . . . 
and  we've  been  in  business  for  fifty  years. 

76th  STREET  &  AMSTERDAM  AVENUE 
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FAR  ROCKAWAY,  L  .1,  MIAMI  BEACH,  FLORIDA 

1250  Central  Avenue  ^"'^^  1236  Washington  Ave.  ^"^^^^ 


Pending  the  opening  of  our  Brooklyn  Funeral  Home  at  Park  Circle,  we  have 
arranged  to  serve  your  Community.  We  have  at  our  disposal  Chapel  facil- 
ities in  all  parts  of  Brooklyn. 
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OF  CONSOLIDATED  SPEEDS  ADJUSTMENT 
OF  YOUR  INDIVIDUAL  PROBLEMS  .  .  .  . 


BUT  the  other  day  the  Consohdated  Tctxpayers 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  effected  a  saving 
on  a  small  judgment  obtained  against  one  of  our 
assureds.  Our  claim  file  had  indicated,  upon  inves- 
tigation, that  the  claimant-tenant  was  behind  in 
rent.  We  applied  the  amount  of  the  back  rent 
against  the  judgment  and  sent  it  on  to  the  landlord. 

This  is  but  a  typical  instance  of  the  close  coopera- 
tion that  exists  between  the  Consolidated  Taxpay- 
ers Mutual  Insurance  Com.pany  and  its  assureds. 

Every  time  an  application  is  offered,  we  check  prior 
rates  to  ascertain  their  correctness  and,  in  many 
cases,  have  thereby  effected  savings.  We  fight 
claims  which  our  policyholders  consider  fraudulent 
and  we  seek  the  assured's  advice  as  to  the  best 
method  of  handling  claimant-tenant. 

We  pride  ourselves  on  knowing  the  individual 
problems  of  each  and  every  policyholder — for  the 
Consolidated's  policyholder  is  not  only  a  customer 
but  an  owner  of  the  company. 


This  is  the  basis  and  principle  upon  which  is  founded  the 

Oonsolidated  Taxpayers  Mutual  Insurance  Oo. 

COMMISSION  PAID  TO  BROKERS 
Home  Office 

100  CLINTON  STREET  HARRY  STRONGIN,  Pres. 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  TRiangle  5-5300 
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